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 CAHadbeſaid unto them, Take heed and beware of 
conretouſne/ſe. 


F=*7F O better fared it ſometimes with our 
SA 4 Lord himſelfe in his miaiſtery , then it - 
Wella now daily doth with vs his ſeruants 
f EY the Miniſters of the Goſpell : and no 
5. G1) better with vs then it did with the Pro- 
phet, Ezck. 33. 31. His auditors fate before him as 
the Lords people, they heard his words , they would 
not dothem, their hearts ran after their couctouſne(ſe. 
Such is the dunghilly diſpoſition of many hearers, 
'- .', bat cuen then their hearts are moſt eagerly bent 
Ts 4, theirearthly intentions, when Gods Miniſters 
"B& + hbourmbſtofaltto call them off, and: to raiſe them 
189 vp toheauenly contemplations. Ir was iuſtthus with 
an auditour of our Sauiours in this preſent chapter; 
whileſt this bleſſed ſeeds-man , euen the Lord of the 
field himſelfe was committing his ſeed ro the earth, 
behold ſome falles vpon thoraie ground. Whileſt our 
Sauiour was labouring to prepare men for. an eter- 
nall, here was one whole heart ran after a temporall 
inheritance, and amidſt our Saujoursheauenly , his 
thoughts are taken vp with an earthly buſineſſe. o 
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hecannot reſt there neither; he dottrx 
earthly things, as they, Philip.3-but this ſore breakes 
out in his lips: for,verſe,13. Oze of the compeny-ſaid, 
_Maiſter [brake to my brother that he dinide the inheri- 
eancewith me. This carthly minded man cannot be 
content with thoſe, Ezechiel 33.3t.to have his hear? 
runze, but that which1s worſe, his forge muſt rare 
too; and that which is yet the ſore of all, cucn then 
when our Saviour is employed inrhe diſpenſation of 
the word,  euen thenis herhus bold with a ſawcie 
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not onely »» 


importunity to trouble and interrupt our Lord in 
this ſacred ſeruice. Howiump and iuſt is this fellowes 


faith and religion with thouſands of our times, who 
_ will vypholdirforatruch, that a Miniſter may doGod 


berter ſcruice in taking vp quarrels berweene neigh- 
bours, and compoſing differences betweene pariſhio- 


ners,then with all his paines in preaching. This is right 


ro call Chriſt from d:iuid/rg the word to the diuiding 
of an inheritance. Oh maiſter , you might dowell ro 


ceaſle this troublero your ſelfe and this great multi> 
tude, to make anend of your Sermon , andtocome.. -* 
and enda difference betweene me and, my: brothers. + * +. © 
you ſhall doa worke of charitic, ad a neighborly: 7-4 
good office betweene ys , you may-ſaue a grear de: + 


- 
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that may otherwiſe beidlely ſpentin law, Ridiculous 


follie! 


prefoonly wereto be regarded, before the ſauing of | 
Well, but whatis our Saviours anſwer > His an- 
ſwer is: - GS | 


ifſobetheſauing of the purſe 'were to be 


. 
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: Set particalaryeiſe 14-He ſaid wnto him, 
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erifeuler /. a 2 "pecſinall checks to 
- npormnity- and” detnand both : He ſaid 
wnto his, Man who bath made me a Tndge and a dinider. 
ecr you?- And ſohearfivers mot the foole according ts 
bis folke, refuſcthto gratific him in this his vnſeaſona- 
ble nndyulawful requeſt.” * 
2. Hisgeweral anſiyeris to the whole multitude: 
 Andheſaiduntothem, Take heede and beware of conc. 
rouſneſſe, verſe 15, And thus our Sauiour doth anſwer 
tbe foole according to his follie , and takes occaſion by 
his follic ro teach the whole: multitude wiſedome. 
The roote ofthis mans folly. was couctouſneſfe : the 
ſtrong ſauour whereofour Lordiented in this his vn- 
ſcaſonable requeſt. Chriſt therefore layeth the axe 
to roote of the tree ,, and ſimirtcth at the maine radi- 
call corruption ofhis heart. Andſo anſwers him nor 
according to his De/ire , but according to his Neede. 
Thereitrtollowing Gods owne rule,}Ezech. 34.4. that 
| hetharcomes tothe Prophet witha queſtion, whar 
cuer hisqueſtion be, ſhould-be-anſwered nor accor- 
2-4 ig 29-his care ties, but accordingto-his neceſſitzes; 
- Hoqpuſtbeanſwered according to his Ido!s, he "muſt 


- * Sea Heawve fi plaincly of thatfin whereof he was 
THe "chief puiltie. "Thus-deales the Lord here: And not 
is but ofhis poyſon makes r:jacle, &preſcribes 
a bleſſed preſervative againſt that peſtence where. 
with this mans heart was infected. ' Such was his hap- 
pic handineſſc and dexterity.;.to make cuill che riſe 
and hint of 0d imbrocxgraft heavenly light « out of 
F YV the darkneſicof an carthl =." 
Angthiis we ſce- in-bgete: how theſe. wards frame 


and: falliawithche. wa 
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4 A Counterpoyſon a74inft conrtouſneſe. k 
The words themſclues area Caution againſt Coue 
ru(neſſe: inthe which we haue three things conſide- 


rable, | | | 
\ The manner of the caution. Take heed and be- 


Ware. 
2. The obiedt of it. Of courtouſnee. | 
3- The perſons warned to beware. Aud he [aid 
; vnto them. | 
1. Themanncr of this caution lieth-in the Duplica- 
tionthereof. Take heed and beware. Not take heede 
alone, nor bewarealone, but both take heed, and be- 
ware, Now what meancs this double ſence ? might 
not aſingle /#em-haue ſerued the turne > Certainly he 
that relleth vs that we muſt be accountant for cuery 
idle word, wouldnot make himſelfe be guilty thereof; 
Somewhat therefore there is in it that the caution is 
doubled; yeanotonly doubled, bur in amanner tre- 
bled,in as much as the ſecond word ſeemerh to haue a 
double weight aboue the firſt,;e&7s 6 0vadooe7te. The firlk 
wordemplying an ocular warinefle , an eye watch, the 
ſecond,an hand watch,a:zad ofmanuall, ifnot a mar- 
'tiall and preſidiary guarding ofa mans ſclfe,Mark,8,15. 
Chriſtgiuinghis Diſciples warning ofthe leauen ofthe” 
Phariſes, vſeth two words alſo, bur yet the latter there 
ſcemeth to be of no greater force then the former.[tis 
but 572, &aivem Bur here not onely the word, but the 
weight is doubled, 32d & puadrr4obe, Teke heede and 
beware. As if he had ſaid, to-paraphraſe the text, not 
ro mend the tranſlation, Watch and ward, nay watch 
and guard, and defend your ſelues from the finne of 
couctouſneſſe, Well. What may all this meage now? 
It ſcemes to argue theſe particulars, | a 
p To 
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MA Counterpoyſon againſt conetouſneſſe. = 

1. A wondrovs ſtrong #in5/ivatzon in our corrupr 
natures to this ſinne, IfouraffeRions were not vio- 
lent and -hcadfirong, a fingle reyne would haue ſer- 
ucd tro haue courbedand bridled vs in. If we were not 
cagerly bent thereon , what ſhould neede pikes and 
halbards tokeepe vs off ? 

2. A wondrous great danger inthe ſinne. If it were 
not a deepeg and a dangerous bog, a flighter fence 
mighthaueſerued, this double pale might have bene 


ſpared. Prov. 4. 14.15. you haue an whole heape of 


prohibitions againſt the wayes of wicked men: Enter 
not into the pathof the wicked , go not in the way of euill 
men; auoide it, paſſe not by it turne from it, paſſe away. 
Whar meanes this frequent and vehement iteration, 
and incu'cation of one and the ſame thing ? Ir ſerues 
to reach both our proneneſle vnto, and the perill in 
thoſe wayes. Iuſt ſo it is here. Our Sauiours vehemen- 


_Cie in forewarning vs, argues the more then ordinary 
perill of this finne. This double caucat argues more 


then a ſiagle danger therein. 


 +;3+ A wondrous carefullwatchthat we ſhouldkeepe 


Quer.our owne hearts , thatatnotime they be ouer- 


f chatged.wich:the couctous cares of this lifc. Since 
© our inclinations ſo great, and the danger no leſſe 


then it, our watch ſhould. be proportionable to both, 
double and double Some dangers are auoided by 
the bare cſpiall, itis enough $4 toſce them. But here 
not onely eyes, but weapons are required; here we 
muſt pva«or&y, not onely hauc our eyes in our heads, 
but our weapons in ouf hands. The danger of the 
finne and inclination of our. hearts thereto being ſo 


great, here iris true, that Abundexs cautels non nocer. 
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6 A Counterpoyſon againg couetouſndſſe. $ 


Ifthis which is double in precept z; were quadruplein 
practiſe,it were all little and littlecnough.. 

2. Pointzthe 9b/e;Z of the caution. har it is wherof 
we muſt take heed and beware : take heed & beware f 
couctouſneſſe. Couctouſneſle is the finthen, of whic 
our Sauiour here forewarneth vs. A finne, I make no 
queſtion bur hath often bene witneſſed againſt in this 
place. Giue meleanealſo ro adde my teſtimony, that 
ſo in the mouth of many witneſſes , yea of « cloud of 
witreſſes,this truth may ſtand. | 

We haue here thena watchword againſt coue- 
touſneſſe : Take heede and beware of couctouſneſſe. 
A fin indeed thatill beſecemes,and in no wiſe will ſuite 
with the profeſſion ofthe name of Chriſt. Let exery 
one that calles pon the name of the Lord, & vpon whom 
the name of the Lordis called, depart from iniquity, 2. 
Tim. 2. 19. bur eſpecially from that iuiquirze which 
hath caſt vpon riches, otherwiſe Gods good bleſſings, 
the reprochfull title of the riches of iniquitie,Luk. 16. 

Our conuerſation muſt be as becomes the Goſpelt, 


Phil.1.27. Bur how may thatbe done? Heb.13.5;cye. 
hauea commentto that text, Let your cornutr/atrom bÞ .. - 
without conetouſneſſe. When our conuerſation is Withe - 
out courtouſneſſe, then is our conncr ſation #s bechmmeth 


che Goſpel. 

Our conuerſation? nay our very communication 
mult be free ftromir. Epheſ.5.3. Fornication and all 
vncleanneſſe, and couctouſneſle, et it not be once na- 
med among ft you,es becomes Saints, It becomes Saints 
to walke as becomes the Goſpell ; they then walke as 
becomes the Goſpell, when both connerſation and 


conmmnicat:on are freefrom courtouſneſſe. So ſpeakes_ 
| Ie” - Paul 
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CA. Counterpoyſon ag4infl conttouſneſſe. 7 
' Panlof couctouſneſſcas: Dazid of idols, Plal. 16.4. 7 
will not make mention of their names with my lips. It 
the yame, how much more ſhould the thing be odi- 
ous?Our conuerſation?our communication? yea Our ve- 
ry cogitation, ſhould befree from; it, Itis the brand of 
thoſe brute beaſts that are made to be raken and de- 
ſtroyed, of curſed children,2.Per.2.14: that they haue 
their hearts { and ſo their thoughts exerciſed to couce 
touſneſſe. * \ 

Take we a view of all the Saints and ſeruants of 
God,whoſe memories, whoſe graces, yeaand whoſe 
ſinnesarerecorded in holy writ; ſee if you can finde 
me one of that bleſſed company , that was ecuer ble- 
miſhed with th:s filth , chat waseuer defiled with this 
mire.lndeed once XN 94h was ouertaken with the loue 
of wixe, neuer with the loue of the wor/d. Once Lox 
was twice in#c:ffous, neuer couetowus. Once Dauid was 
bcſorted with the fleſþ, neuer bewitched with the 
world, but euenin the top of the worlds happineſſe 
acknowledgeth himſelfe a ſtranger anda pilgrime, 1. 
Chron.29.15. Once Peter denyed his maiſter, but yer _ 


Itwasnotthe loue of the world (for he had denyed 


that betore,he denyed his maiſter, in forſaking all, 
butthEfcareofthe world, that cauſed him to ſlip into 
that ſinne. Zacchews indeed before his conuerfion had 
bene a couetous pinching prolling . publican ; but no 
ſooner doth he take Chriſt by the; hand ,; bur the firſt 
thing he doth is ro ſhake hands with his couctouſ- 
neſſe. Chriſt that hath bid vs beware of it, will much 
more himſelfe take heede and beware of dwelling in 
that heart where that ſinne dwels. If he whip nor 
this money merchant out of thetewplc of our. | aa 
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$ A connterpoyſon againſt conttruſneſſe, © 
ic will keepeandbarre our him for raking any poſſef- 
| fionthere. - Res EOS 6; 
Now what, thinke we, may be the reaſon that theſe 
forenamed Scripture Saints, though they had their 0+ 
therboth infirmities and groſle ſinnes, yet were iill 
free from this Seemes it not to aduiſe thus much : 
That grace andreligion may better ſtand with once- 
aedadulcerie, inceſt, and drunkenneſle, then it can 
with that habitual] iniquity of couctouſneſſe? Danids 
adulterie, N 9:45 drunkenneſſe, Lots inceſt, theſe were 
atuall ſinnes but once ated, they wereno habituall 
euils inthem. A man may fall into theſe finnes , and 
yet not be an habituated ſinner ; but a wan cannot 
properly be couerous without an habituall continued 
cuill diſpoſition ofthe ſoule. Now this is a ſure rule, 
that grace may ſtand with ſome aQtuall thoughgroſſe 
ſinne, being but once ſlipr into (though bur one aftu- 
all ſfinne doth ſhrewdly wound and weaken grace:) 
but whether grace and agood heart can ſtand with a 
continued babiual wickedneſſe,thereis the queſtion, 
ifſo be a queſtion. gf . L0G 
Hence haply therefore hath it bene, that diverſe. - .  .- >» 
of the Saints of God when they haue bene ro iuſtifie* + + 5 - 
their integritie,and make good their repuration;. haue | 
cucrmore bene eſpecially carefull to free themſelues 
from the imputation of this ſinne, and haue ſhaken 
off, not this duſt, but dirt and filth,from off their hands 
and fect Thus Samuel in his apologie, 1. Sam. r2. 3. 
So leremie, ler.15.10. Wo is me my mother , thou ha | 
borne me a contentious man that ſtriueth with the whole | 
earth, 1 haue neither lent on vſurie,vor men haue lent to w_— 
me ow uſurie , yet euerfone doth curſe me, Well he 
By. Fi, _ thought 
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A Conterpoyſon againſt tourtoaſrieſſe. ; ths 
thought they might hagecorſed -himi; had he bene 
guilty of that curſed [ine but he ſhewes the-workds 
miquity by his owrie' honeſty;, andhis owne honeſty 
inbcing-free from the fruits of that ſinne of coue- 
touſneſſe.So Parl Acts 20.33. I haueconeted no mans 
ſilaer, nor gold nor apparell. Now why purgetheſe men 
rather from this then from other ſinncs? why purge 
they r:ot from adultery, whoredome, drunkennefle? 
but eſpecially, andin a manner from no other then 
couctouſneſſe > Surely becauſe full well they knew, 
thar of all other ſianes this is that which moſt ſtaines 
and blemiſhcth good report and honeſt reputation, 
and ſtandeth in greateſt oppoſirion to the life and 
truth ofgrace. 

For where this ſinne getteth head it eaterth out the 
heart of grace, by caring all grace out of the heart. 
while ſome haue luſted after money, they hane erred from 
the farth.i.Tim.6.10. Naythey-have notſtayed there, 
but have fallen from the faith.z . Tim. 4. 10, Demas 
hath forſaken me_>, and hath embraced this preſent 
world. It ſo fares with earthly minds as with the carth 


- in which are the mines of filuer and gold; of all earths 


they are obſerued to be the moſt barren and of all 
hearts ſuch are the moſt fruitleſſe, the moſt grace- 
leſſe, Therefore inthe parable the cares ofthis life are 
compared to thornes; thornes choke the good ſeed, 
As well may a man looke for 'an harveſt in an hedge, 
as forgrace in a couetous heart. Theſe couetous 

ſircs are the ſeuen ill-fauored empty cares that eate 
vp thefull and goodeares. Theſe are the caterpillers, 
and graſhoppers, the canker and palmer wormes that 


conſume the greencherbe of grace inthe field of the 
IP _. hearte 


20 ' A Coumterpryſan againiſt conetouſneſſe. 
heart. The dampes of theeartk donot more quench 
fire, then rhe Joue of'the carth dampes grace. And 
indeed no wonder that this ſinne is ſuch an enemy 
_ yntograce; foritisan enemy vnto , and a ſcorner of 

themeanes ofgrace, the preaching ofche word, E- 
zck. 3 3-31. Trey it before thee, and they heare thy words, 
bat they will not do them. What was the reaſon ? Their 
heart runneth after their couetouſneſſe, But that is nor 
all, behold yet a greater abomination then this. Ic 
teacheth men not onely to diſobey, but ro deſpiſe, and 
mocke at the word. Luke 16.14. Ad the Phariſes alſo 
who were couctous heard theſe things, namely our Sa- 
uiours Sermon againſt the ſeruice of Mammon, and 
what was the ſucceſſe?*_4udthey derided him. Coue- 
touſneſſe is a profane ſinne that ſeateth a man in the 
chaire ofpeſtilence,in the ſcorners pew. 

We finda prohibition, Pro.2 3.6. not tocate of a 
couctous mans bread. A reaſon is ſecretly couched 
inthat epither there giuen him : Eate nor the bread 
of him that harh a» exr/{{eye.He bath an cuill eye,which 
makes him wiſhaman choackr, when he bids , much 
good mayutdo him. Such cvill and countertcir wel- 


come ſhould make a man. rake lictle: pleaſure. in cable. 


friendſhip and familiarity with him. Bur yer there is a 
greatcrreaſon then this , that ſhould make vs ſhy of 
his conuerſe, namely the feare ofthe defilement of his 
pitch. Couctouſnefle is a defiling finnc , Marke 7. 21. 
22. Thefts courtouſneſ[egtheſe come from within, and de- 
file the man, Yea itlodefiles , as thatinfhatregard we 
ſhould-auoyd ouer familiar conuerſe with him, And 
vpon this ground doth ,Pau/ forbid cating his bread: 
1; Qorins;$ ds 4 $84; 9947 that is called a brother be 
«338911 W's 7: couctous, 
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A Colnterpoyſon againſt auerenſneſſe. 11 
couetous, withſarh an ovenoper' 1 eabere 17. Fon, fo 
'The world would faine hokdthat' doctrine: of we-: 
niall {innes ſill; and though Popery ir ſelfe which fiſt 
hatcht that diſtin@tion do ranke this amongſt their 
mortal ſinnes, yet would men haue it but 2 veniall 
triviall offence. For a man to bean adulterer, aforni- 
catour, 1 hope the worldis not growneto'tharideſpe- 
rate paſſe yer ; bueI may adde;to bea ſwearer, and a 
drunkard,theſeare counted, andindeed they are hey- 
nous abominations.' But tor amanto be couetous, 
this is lighted oneras arnatrer. of: nothing. The ordi- 
naric language of the world is, :/Heisamanſomewhat 
with the har.teft, «little with theneareſt , alucke-too 
much for the world, bur yer a maruellous honeſt, a 
wondrous good man. Now in gaadtruth were it not 
ridiculous to ſay fqotathicte> vkanadulterers Why 
not then as ridiculous ro fay ſo of .the'cauetgits 4 For 
as honeft a man as the world makes him; yer God till 
rankes him amongſt the molt heynous and tranſcen. 
dent tranſpgrefſors. Beſides thoſe places, Marke 7. 21. 
22. and Epheſ. 5. 3. 5. conſider the{e:two places, 1. 
Cor:5-11.1.Car.6.9.10: In both which places ye ſhall 
find'the codetouis in the middeſt of the throng crow- 
ded vp on'both ſides with formicators,, idolaters, ſodo- 
mites, theeuts, drunkaras, reuilers, and extortioners, 
God wouldlet vs ſee by his companions with whom 
he ſorts him, whattothinke of bis haneſty. Nay yer 
to helpe themarrer, andto Gapgb ſcethe full honcſty 
of this fine; note it; and with: horrour note ic you 
that are guiltic, that the:Apiaſtle makes it a Symp- 
rome, and ſighe ofa.re A a 
; anaadi«gþ/etin the fourth 


rwo of themarethere in | 
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12 Counterpoyſon egainf} couetouſneſſe. 
place,Rom. 1.29. #herefore Ge gave 'thews ouer #0 4 
_ reprobate mine. Bue how: appeared it? Being filled 
wirh all vorightcouſneſſe, foraication., wickedneſle, 
couetouſneſſe. Thus how light and flight ſocuer this 
finne be in; rhe worlds 'eſteeme , yet behold how 
weightic.and ponderous itis inthe ballance and ſcales 
ofthe Sanctuary, ©; + Tn | 

' Tdoubr not but moſt mens: indgements will ſub- 
{cribeto this trath, but conſcience is not ſo ſoone 
wrought to obedience, and the truth will ſooner be 
confeſſedthen praftiſed;; therefore to bring men to 
the practiſe ofchis confeſſed. truth , 1 will commend 
tro your Chriſtian conſiderations theſe three parti- 
culars.': Loi! £ 

Y Theperge of. iS, C 


. © J2: The Davzger of ir. 
: -. ?C3; The Remedies againſt it. 
' I. F#hatcouerouincſle is: This is a point fo much 
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tranſlators, phe cloake of cenetouſneſſe. It is a colouring, 
and acloaking finne.It isa finne that weares the c/oake 
andliuery of thrift, prouidence , good husbandrie, 
boneſt care for a mans owne, without which a man is 
worſc then an infidell. It is fittherefore that this falſe 
colour and complexion be waſhedoff, and thar this 
monſter be vncloaked and vncaſed, that his euill fa- 
uoured, but naturall lincaments,may appeare. 
There be two words then in Scripture which ſeems 
to expreſſe the full nature ofthis ſinne. | 
1. This word in my text,nmretic+ 
2. That word of Pal, 1.Tim.6, 10,neywyple,Louc 
of money. 
r. Some define it by the firſt, to bea defire of ha- 
uing more. Bur yet wich rheir good leauesI defire to - 
hauce ſomewhat more in the definition thereof; for 
every deſire of hauing more is not couetouſneſſe. A 
man may pray Agsrs praycr Without couerouſneſſe. 
A man ina low and meane condition, may defire of 
God with condition to hauc his eſtate betrered, and 
yet not be couetous. Others therefore adde , and 
make it to be an inordinate deſire of hauing wore , by 
vniuſtand vnlawfull meanes. But that is too fauoura- 
ble, for then (houldnone be couetous bur vniuſt get- 
ters of goods. A man may be couectous, and yet ger 
his goods without fraud, oppreſſion, and cofinage. 
Therefore not to trouble you with many , me thinkes Auaritiz eft ples 
that of  Luguftrme hitsthe nayle on the head aboue all he quim kt 
othcrs : Coucronſurſſe ir rhe defore of mvrye then enough. ,,1 9.4 -——_ 
= defice beyond the bounds of Fay , £0 Quideſt cuars 
ecke for more then a man may pray for, Giue vs this {1 25 
day.our daily bread, to ſecke nd] libave for _ _ __ 
_ es, 
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modus. Avg». traine vP his liberally for the beſt cmployments , and 
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ries, this is couctouſne!lc. A man, -Itakeit, may be 
ſaid to haue-enouvgh;, when. be hath ſuch a portion: 


Gbicxigit natu- and ſufficiencie of theſe ourward things, as that he 


hath wherewith to live plentifully , as alſo both to 


to leaue his liberally according to their callings and 
conditions. I thinke fuch a man. may be ſaid ro haue 
enough , and what is more is of finne. No ſooner 
doth a man ſteppe ouerthe hedge and pale of ſuffic:- 
encic, but he is preſently in the wice,wilde,and bound- 
Iefſe champian of couetouſneſſe. 

2, 'F he ſecond wordis gaepyupia,the /oue of money. 
And thus aman may be couetous in the inordinare 
louc of that which he hath, though he go not beyond 
the limits of ſufficiencie. There isa couetouſneſle in 
(crafing , that way be wawwetiz,and there is acouc- 
rouſneſle in holding , that may be emegyvee; There ts 
acouetouſneſſe in rapacitie, that comes from a deſire 
of more then enough. There isa couctouſnelſle in re- 
nacitie, thatcomes from an immoderate loue of that 
we haue.Nawrdie bath a large paw to get and gather 
more then cnough. eayuyie,that is like the man in 
the Goſpell with the withered hand , whoſe: finewes 
are ſo ſhrunke vp that he is not able' to reach forth 
his hand to any worke of pictic or pitty. The firſt is 
more properly the rich mans couctouſneſle; with the 
ſecond may a Poore man be couerous. Iam not (6 
preciſe in my diſtinQtion, butthar theſe two may be 
confounded ; for indeed the firſt cannot be withour 
thelaſt, though itbe poſſible the laſt may be withour 
the firſt. Sothatlay both theſe together, and we have 
the nature ofthis linneQ? & a» inerdinate loue of , aud 
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LM Connterpoyſon againft conetouſueſſe, 15 
a defire after theſe outward things beyond the bounds of 

ſafficiencie, Now beſides the inward, peſtilent, and ve- 
nimous nature therzof, there be certaine outward 
{ympromes, in which as in ſo many plague-ſores 1t 
breakes forth and difcouers itfelfe. They among ma« 
ny others are theſe: 

I. Toat Ioh.3.31. He that of the earth, is of the 
earth, and he ſpaakes of theearth. His breath, likea dy- 
ing wans, is cuer ofa ſtrong earthly ſauour. His lan- 
guageis, Plal. 4. who willſhew vs any good ? Corne 
and wine, ſhecpe and oxen, marketable and mer- 
chanrable commodities, are euermore the ſubie of 
his diſcourſe. Ir is euer market , and exchange time 
with him. Seldome or neuer with the vertuous wo- 
man, Pro. zi. dothne 9per2 his month with wiſedome, 
neither is the law of grace 172 his lips. That looke as it 
is ſaid ofthe righteous inan,Plal. 37.30.31. The mouth 
of the righteous w:ll /þcake of wiſeaome , and his tongue 
willtalke of iudgement , for the law of his God us mm his 
heart, (o may it be faid ofthe couerous, His mouth 
will ſpeake of worldlinefſe, and his tongue will talke 
of earthlineſſe, for the loue of his god is in his heare, 
There'is earth ar his heart , and his very breath ſmcls 
ofit. Their Egypriag garlicke which they haue (wal- 
lowed riſethin their ſtomackes, and makes them to Nam 6 Gerifi- 
belch, and to bring vpabilthy linking voſauorie £7 ſumo 


breath. | Atque 1 mani- 


2. He keepes a court of Faculties in his conſcience, busextatcacam 
. . : ; _ itporriciam:; 
he can giue himſeltc a Diſpenſation to be tree from a- j Poirier 


ny dutic of Gods worſhip and ſeruice, it ir bero ſcrue $;1ucriquid de- 


his owneturne. He isnone of your preciſe Sabbata: tvr, porius rem 
| 19303 deſeram, 


rians, He ſcruples notto loſe $&ggmons, to trauell,ro pj... 5.47 
Te x ſhew 


16 A Counter poyſon againſt couetouſneſſe. - 
ſhew and ſell his wares aswell on the Sabbothas other 
dayes. Itis no trouble to his large conſcience to bar- 
gaine and barter vpon the Sabboth as familiarly as 
vpon any other day;He eſteemes his countrey Church 
cuery whit as greata conuenience as the Citic Ex- 
change,where he may meete many of lis neighbours, 
and diſpatch many buſineſſes at once withour a fur- 
ther trouble of going to their ſeuerall Koules. 

3. He is ſometimes homo omnium artium, a man of 
many callings and profeſſions , he will haue an iron in 
euery firc,an hand in eyery buſineſſe , and cuen ouer- 
loads himſclfe with a multitude of employments. 
He will needs be a temporall pluraliſt, will have as 
many farmes as he hath fingers, will bea Miniſter and 
a Phyſition,a Citie merchant, and acountrey farmer, 
and ſo peſters and clogs himſclfe with a multitude of 
buſineſſe,that he hath bur a little time for ſleepe , and 
none at all for God , but what his conctouſneſle ro 
ſave atweluepenny mul will affoord him. 

4. He is ſometimes againe a man xullizs arti, a 
man of no calling. He giues ouer his multitude of 
farmes and employments,not out of conſcience ,- but * 
out of adcfire of _ eaſe and ſecurity. For con- 
ſciencethough it forbid encombrance, yet ir requires 
employment. Buthe flies from one extreame to ano- 
ther , from many callings and employments to none 
atall, and berakes himſelte to a;courſe wherein he may 
live wich lefſe faith and greater ſecurity. From hyring 
of farmes he falles to lettingofmoney,, and fo comes 
to be of the number of thoſemen,of whom if ten in an 
hundred chance togo toheauen, yet an hundred to 
tenare fuxerogotohgh | 

Ke | K by 2FY 2, Thing, 


' A Connterpoyſon againſt conrtouſne(ſe. 7 
2. Thing,the #anger of cpuctouſhaſle. Ve haue 
here a double caution againſtthis ſinne.. As:is the cas- 
Fion,ſo is the danzer, double, Yea this double caution 
implies thedanger, if not the double danger. This 
> finne therefore is doubly dangerous. 
r. In the ſinxes it breedes, 
% [In the pan;ſoments it brings. , 
1. Forthe/inwes it breeds. Iris a motheriniquitie, 
thatgiueslife to many a foule ſinne.” Ten Comman- 
dements hath almighty God giuenvs, andthis is an 
yniucrſall breach, and breaker of them all. Indeede 
there is no ſiane but it may be ſ2id to breake them all, 
for he that breakes one is guiltic of the breach of the 
whole Law, Iames 2.10. becauſe one finne doth pre- 
pare and'hebitzally diipoſe the mindto any finne. But 
this doth «ally tranſgrefie them all, Pleaſe you in 
briefe ro runne them over,and ſee how. 
rt. Commandement, Thou ſhalt hane none other 
ods before me, Butthe couctous Mammoniſt he hath 
So he ſerues other Gods then the God of hea- us neo 
uen,cuen gods of the carth, gods of merrall, idols of 492 teptum 
filuer, and idols of gold. Thar as the Prophet com- nk 
plaines ofthe Iewes, Ier.2.28. A{ccording tothe num- magis adoras 
ber of thy cities are thy gods  Tudah, fo may we com- hr ou 
plaine ofthe couetous: According to the number of EG 
his bags,nay of his pence , is the number of his idols, 7atio, &v di- 
Andtherefore no maruell thatrhe Apoſtle, Colo. 3. - 4"migcbroay 
5.calls couctouſneſle idolatric,”and Ephelcy.5. the co- cum magis a- 
| uctous an #dolarer, For though hefacrifice nor beaſts 297envijne qui 
to his idols, yetthat whichis worſe, he facrificcs bis precibus, ancui 
ſoule and himſclfe; and choughrhe:fall not downe ticiuce cius ro. 
ypon his knees and pray -y to NiSalner > yet as _ yr mm 
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18 ACounterpoyſon againſt couttouſneſſe. 
profane Arheiſtharh faid-in his heart, There is Go, 
Hal. 14. 1-+fo the couetous Mammoniſt ſaith in his 
heart, T hisis my@od; he ſayetb to bis wedge, Thou art 
my confidence, Tob 31.24. And hewſocuer his couc- 
touſneſſe enioyne im forcr and tharper labour, more 
_ Gangerous and deſperate aduentures then eucr God 
requires in his-ſervice, yet it is willingly and cheereful- 
ly obeyed,and obedzence #4 better then ſacrifice, r.Sam. 
15.22: yea it hath both obedzenceand ſacrifice. Hab, 1. 
Etinrersiacius 16.T bey ſacrifice :uto their net. His golden idoll hath 
nomma quod theloue, confidence,truſt, afiance, and obedience of 
Reeuon oe hisheart; which arethethings the firlk Commande- 
nia, ioquiune, Ment claimes for Gods pat, The goddeſle Pecunia 
vocenure® > WAS ONe of che idols of old heatienRome, and C249- 
SS mag- es (25 Auguſtine reports) was one ofthe many namcs 
, vam rationem Their Jupiter had. Euery Mammoniſt is a profeſſor of 
cu mnomin” this paganiſh religion: if at leaſt it 'be. vot wotſe to 
boc auarina lo- B1UC VItO 90rey The worſhip of God, then vnto God 
vi nome i”'= che name of woxey. The fond Ifraclites made them an 
ng, 09g idoll of the Egyptians icwels, and then dance abour 
cuniam, nov  ir,(onecalfe about another) and ſacrifice ynto it , and 
—_— 1K ſay, Theſebe thy goas9 Iſrael. Such acalfe, ſuch a ſoris 
regem omaium the couetousz when he'harh - feraped togerher . the 
fib1amare vi- worlds iewels,he makes them his ido's, & ſayeth in his 
dearur Qu3"® heart, Theſe bethy gods, 6 my ſovle, rowhom thou 
logiadebctefſe Oweſt Thy'loue,, ſermice and. affeRionate obedience. 
peg, Ov _ ſo ——_— groſle, and notorious tranſ- 

© ceo Bieflog df this fuft Law. i 7 "= 
RT Os wr make 3 3 
_ Fea ſelfe any 'grauen inage,&c. A commandement that 
Cicir. Dei 3c, enioynethe puraicct Gods ourward worlhip, com- 
32. mands waig | andforbiddeth the corruption 
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A Counterpoyſon ag4inft8 ouctouſneſſe. = 
thereof.But in this he is as {oule-as in the former. This, 
corruptionof rhe. heart-hach ever bene that which: 
hath vſhered corryptions into Gods Church &: worx 
ſhip. Therefore are theſe two ioyned rogether, Eſay! 
2.6.7: Their land was full of ſiluer and gold, and there 
w.4s none end of their treaſures: Their land alſo was full 
of ids!s, they worſhipped the worke of their owne handes. 
It is no wonder that couetouſneſle in the breach of 
theficlt, (houldprepare and make way forthe breach 
of the ſecond Commandement in profle idolatrie. 
What made Demerrizs runne roaring and rauing a- 


; bout the ſtreets of Epheſes, and Sing. On is Diana 
0 


of the Epheſians,lburt meerly the loye of his purſe? Sirg, 


ve know that by this craft we get. our goods,and thit crafs 


brought in great garnes vntothe crafiſmen. It was the 
great gainechat made Dianalo great, and made him 
make ſogreat a noiſe for her. Wharbrought inthe de- 
uice of the ho: ke withthe three: recth, x. Sam. 2. 13. 
but this hocking and carching ſinne of cauerouſneſle? 
Whart trade the Fewple in our Sauiours time a dew 
of theeues ? Even what finne that made the Prieſts 
thecues, the ſame ſinne that made 1ud45/a rheefe. It 
was the couerouſn: (I: of the Prieſts that admitted 
the money-changers «ad che oxen, into the Temple. 
They eared not with what corruption. they fled 
Gods houſe, (o that they might thereby fill their owne 
houſes and. purſes. But this is moſt cleare inthe Ro- 
mith Synagogue, which hathhewve our the princi- 
pall pillars of her ſuperſticianops of this rocke of co- 
uctouſneſſe, Purgatory, Tubilecs lndulgences;all theſe 
came out of /ud.zs his bag, all coffer and kitchin do- 
AGtines. The doctrine of che Church treaſure in the 
C4. - -- Merits 
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20 Cal Connterpuyſon agcinſ} coutton(neſſe. 
merits-of ſupercrogating Saints ;4meere,deuice to 
bring creaſure into their Church. Maſſes for the dead, 
an invention to bring in maſſes of wealthts the 4 | "i. 
Praying for the dead,a very tricke to prey vpon the li- | 
ving. And whatturned the keyes of the Church into 
picklockes, or picke-purſes rather, but their abomina- 
le couetouſneſſ: > Egpes of the ſame cockatrice, 
brats of the ſame hag , are ſteeple and: temple broke- 
rage, abſolurions for ſolutions, impropriations , ten- 
pound reading ſtipendaries that haue lefle learning ; 
then they haue living , ſacrilegious detention , and 
fraudulent purloyning of che Church ſalary. Couc- 
rouſnefſe brought in, and 'coverouſneſſe holds in 
theſe plague-ſoresand botches of the Church. 
It was not for nothing therefore that when the di- 
uell would have wrought our Saviour to idolatrie, | 
that he firſt of all laboured to poyſon him with couc- ' "NF | 
rouſneſle , thinking to make couctouſneſſe his ſhoo® « 
inghorneto idolatrie. He takes him vp into an high 
mountaine , from thence ſhewerh him all the king- 
doms of the world with the glory ofthcm, & all theſe 
will he giue him ifhe will fall owne and worſhip him. . , _ © > 
The diwucll knowes it is eafie to draw on an heart cor- 
rupted with coverouſnes, tothe moſt corrupt worſhip 
that may be. And though the diucll ſped nor with our 
Deroth.de vitis, Sauiour, yet with Demache did, who, if Doretheus be 
&c. of any credit, turned from the faith of Chriftro be an 
Idell Prieſt of The/[alonica. Aﬀfoule, a fearefoll fall. | But 
whence might he rake it 3 Pau/telsvs,a.Tim.q.1o. De- 
mas hath forſaken me, and hath embraced this preſent 
world, Howcilie is it to mike him the dinels Prieft, 
that is once DMammonsChaplaine ? Whar religion or 
WEE” by falſe 
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A Cranterpoyſon again equrtraſneſſe.— 21 
falſe worſhip willnot that 'man embrace, that hath 
once embraced this gdde The world is like the 
whores of Midian,withwhom no ſooner an 1/7aclite 
can be familiar , buthe ſhalibeenticed to the ſacrifi- 
ces of the dead,to the ſacrifices of Baal-Peor, To mar- 
riethe daughter of 4 ſtrange god is a groſle tranſgreſſion 
ofthis Law. And yet how many ſticke not to wed to 
Canaanites, and ſo ger not thornes intheir ſides, bur 
in their conſciences,and all becauſe their hearts are firſt 
wedded to the world? 

3- Commandement , Thouſhalt not take the name 
of the Lord thy God inwaine. Alas, the couctous man 
thinkes this a. verie vaine Commandement.Now fie. 
vpon ſuch a preciſeneſſe., What ! may nor a man fer 
his aduantage, to put off his commodity , helce him 
ſelfenow and then with an oath > He thinketh this 
needlefſe ſcrupuloſitie. Nay and yet bchold a worſe 
abomination then this. Pau! calleth couctouſneſſe, 
coloured courtouſaeſſe, or the cloake of cenetouſncſſe, 1. 
Theſſ.2.5. Nowthough in the former Commande- 
ment it ſticketh nor for gaine to corrupt religion, yet 
here for aduantage itwill paint withreligion, and pur 
on areligious cloake or habite, Thus did che couerous 
Phariſes prophaneGods holy name, while they de- 
uoured widdowes houſes vnder the colour of long 
prajer,Match. 23.14. There was cofictouſneſſe colou- 
red with religion. Certainly Gods boly name is not 
more abuſed by profane couctouſneſſe,, when it muſt 
be made abroker to helpe off baſe cqmmoaditics, then 
itis by ſceming-religious couerouſneſle , when men 
vſereligion-for a filuer hook, and profeſle it as the She- 
chemites recciued circumciſion, Gen. 34. 23.Shall not 
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merits-of ſupcrerogating Saints ;4meere,deuice to 
bring ereaſurc into their, Church. Maſſes for the dead, 

an invention to bring in maſſes of wealth ts the livin 
Praying tor the dead a very tricke to prey vpon the # 
ving. And what turned the keyes of the Church into 
picklockes, or picke-purſes rather, but their abomina-» 
le couetouſneſſ: > Egpes of the ſame cockatrice, 
brats of the ſame hag, are ſteeple and- temple broke- 
rage, abſolutions for ſolutions, impropriations , ten- 


then chey haue liuing , ſacrilegious detention , and 
fraudulent purloyning of the Church ſalary. Couec- 
rouſncfſe brought in, and 'coverouſneſſe holds in 
theſe plague-ſoresand botches of the Church. 

It was not for nothing therefore that when rhe di- 
uell would have wrought our Sauiour to idoſ{atrie, 
that he firſt of all laboured to poylon him with couc- 


inghorneto idolatrie. He takes him vp into an high 
mountaine , from thence ſhewerh him all the king- 
doms of the world with the glory ofthcm, & all theſe 


The duwucll knowes itis cafie to draw on an heart cor- 

rupted with coverouſnes, tothe moſt corrupt worſhip 

that may be. And though the diuell ſped nor with our 

Deroth.de vitis, Sautour, yet with Demahe did, who, if Dorethews be 
&c. of any credir, turned from the faith of Chriftro be an 
Idell Prieſt of The/[alonica. Aﬀfoule, a fearefoll fall. But 

whence might he rake it Pau/telsvs,a:Tim.4.1o. De- 

ma hath forſaken me, and hath embraced this preſent 

world. How cilie is it to make him the divels Prieff, 

that is once MimmonyChaplaine 5 What religion or 
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rouſneſſe , thinking ro make couctouſneſſe his ſhoo- 


will he giue him ifhe will fall owne and worſhip bim. . 
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CA Connterpoyſon againſt conerouſneſſe. — 21 
falſe worſhip willnot that man embrace, that hath 
once embraced this odd The world' is like the 
whores of Midian,withwhom no ſooner an 7/raclite 
can be familiar , but he ſhali beenticed to the facrifi- 
ces of rhe dead,to the ſacrifices of Baal-Peor, To mar- 
riethe dayghter of 4 ſtrange god is a groſſe tranſpreſſion 
ofthis Law. And yct how many ſticke not to wed to 
Canaanites, and ſo get not thornes intheir ſides, bur 
in their conſciences,and all becauſe their hearts are firſt 
wedded to the world? 

3. Commandement , Thosſhalt not take the name 
of the Lord thy God inwvaine. Alas, the couetous man 
thinkes this a. verie vaine Commandement.Now fie 
ypon ſucha preciſeneſſe., What ! may nor a man fer 
his aduantage, to put off his commodity , helce him 
ſelfenow and then with an oath > He thinketh this 
needlefſe ſcrupuloſitie. Nay and yet bchold a worſe 
abomination then this. Pau! calleth couctouſneſle, 
coloured courtouſneſſe, or the cloake of ceuetouſncſſe, 1. 
Theſſ:2.5. Nowthough inthe former Commande- 
ment it ſtickerh not for gaine to corrupt religion, yet 
here for aduantage itwill paint with 22 1p, and pur 


on areligious cloake or habite, Thus did the coucrous 


Phariſes prophaneGods holy name, while they de- 
uoured widdowes houſes vnder the colour of long 
prayer, Matth. 23.14. There was cofictouſneſſe colou- 
red with religion. Certainly Gods boly name is not 
more abuſed by profane couctouſnefſe, when it muſt 
be made abroker to he]pe off baſe cqmmodirics, then 
itis by ſceming-religious couetouſneſſe , when men 
vſereligionfor a filuer hook, and profeſle it as the She- 
chemites recciued circumciſion, Gen. 34. ng us 
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22 A Connterpoyſon ageing cthouſneſſe. © © 
their flockes , and their ſubſtance, ad all thtir cattell be 
ours?So,ſhall not their cu ant their countenance 


be ours? Onely let vs make a ſhew of their religion: for 
this is a maine principle in a couetous mans Carte- 
chiſme, thar gaine# godlineſſe,1.Tim 6.5. and there- 
fore cares not to make aſhew of godlineſſe to bring 
in germe: that ſo ina profane ſence he may ſay with 
himſelfe,cod/;neſſe (pretended) i great gaine. But ſuch 
with the Phariſes ſhall receiue the greater damnation. 
4. Commandement, Remember thou keepe holy the 
Sabboth day. The couerous-man is of Pharaohs reli- 
gion. Hethinkes religion maketh men idle. The peo- 
ple areidle therefore they crie, Let vs go ſacrifice , ſaith 
Pharaoh, Exod.5. The couctous man thinketh the 
reſt of the Sabboth to be bar idleneſſe. Iris a day loſt 
in a wecke, ſeuen weckes and an halfe in a yeare. Oh 
how it grudges the wretch to ſpare God fo much 
time! Therefore they crie, Amos 8.5. When will the_z 
: $abbotb be gone that we may ſellcorne? Nay,he hath nor 
thepatiencenowto ſtayſo long. He cries not now, 
When will the Sabborh , but when will the Sermon be 
done? Couetouſneſſe was modeſt in ©Lxos his dayes, 
it would then ſtay marketting cill the Sabborth were 
done. It is now'growne more profligate and impu- 
dent, and darcs impropriate, as Gods #enths in the ſe- 
cond, ſo Gods ſeavenths in the fourth commande- 
ment. What makes many keepe their Sabboths in 
their ſaddles, and notfo much as to keepe Sebbatum 
4/inorwm in the bare reft from labour, bur cheir coue- 
touſncſſe? Wharis the reaſon that many Lawycrs 
chambers are in Sabboth afrernoones better filled 


with Clients, then many countric Chutches are with = 
{7 8%. FS pcople, 
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ople,but coucrouſneſſe? This, this isthat finne thar 
turnecth Gods Sabboths into Sebbatum Tyr#,, the Sab- 
both of Tyrus,Nche.13.16. that brought fiſh and all 
wares,exd ſoldon the Savboth. Jeruſalem was troubled 
with fiſh-merchants on the Sabboth.*And many 
townes and cities in this kingdome are troubled with 
fleſh-merchants, wine-merchants, ale and beere-mer- 
chants, cup and tap-merchants; and what breedeth 
theſe trouble-rownes bur couctouſneſſe 2 He that i 
greedie of gaine, troubles not onely his ewne houſe, bur a 
whole towne,a whole citic. And was it better in this 
your honorable Citie till your worthy Nehemiahbs. 
oppoſed theſe Tyrian Sabbatrarians, & ſer themſelues 
religiouſly and zealouſly co the ſuppreſſion of Mam- 
mons ſolemne ſeruice in the publike ſhambles , and 
priuate temples of Bacchus > Now honoured be their 
memories that firſt begun that good worke, and no 
leſſe theirs that doand ſhall continue ic. What grea- 
ter honour can this renowned See, and fainous Citie 
haue, thenin their ioynt care and zeale to preſerue 
Gods holy Sabboths from thoſe foule profanations 
which couetouſneſſe and the loue of filthy lucre hath 
inuented? Thoſe Iewes, Amos 8. cried, VV hen will the 
Sabborh be gone that we may ſell? There was ſome kinde 
of honeſtie yer in their coucrouſneſle : but there is a 
broode now thatcrie, When will the Sabboth come, 
that we may ſell ale, beere, and tipling commodities? 
They long for the Sabboth, notthat they might cn- 


ioy Godinthepublike aſſemblies of his Saints, but - 


thatthe ſonnes of Belial may haue their aſſemblies, 
and guzzeling Rendevous in their houſes and cellars. 
Now compare the fine, of Toh wo his times whe 

253] AS ne 


3 


24 A Connterpoyſon againſt couttouſneſſe. - * 
ſinne of ours,and it is but light in compariſon of ours. 
They broke the Sabboth but in thought and deſire, 
in word at moſt; but our men grolly profane it by 
making it both Sabbatum Tyri, and Sabbatum Bacchi 
at once, a marketting and aiunketting, aſelling and a 
ſwilling day both. And yetas light as their fine was, 
ſee what an heauie threatning is denounced againſt 
them, Am.8.8. Shall not the land tremble for this , and 
euery one mourne that dwels therein? And ſhall the 
landtremble for the lighter, and not much more for 
the heauier finne? How great cauſe haue we to beg 
of God to giue all ſuch whom it concerneth / whe- 
ther gouerners of the Church , or common wealth ) 
zeale and reſolution to maintaine Gods honour in 
this point? that in ſtead of tremb/:yg and mourning 
there may be ioy and reioycing to all good hearts in 
the flouriſhing of Gods ordinances. Let me adde one 
thing that may addeencouragement to this worke.Ne- 
hemiah after the report of his care for the Sabboths 
reformation, prayeth on this maner, verſe 22. Remem- 
ber me 0 God concerning this. Lay Nehem.ahs Memento 
to Gods Memento, lay Gods commancement & Ye- 
hemiahs prayer together: Remember thou keepe holy 
the Sabboth,ſaith God; Nehem/ah remembers it, and 
then prayeth, Remember me 0 God. They with com- 
fort and confidence may pray to God to Remember 
them, who with courageand conſcience Remember 
him and his Sabboths. Bur if we forget his Sabboths, 
then God hath ſworne by the excellencie of Taacob ; Surely 
he will never forget any of theſe workes, Amos 8.7. 

' 5, Commandement, Honour thy father aud thy mo- 
ther. That which' Moſes ſpeaketh of Lexi inagood 
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_: - A .Connterpoyſon againſt conttouſneſſe. 25 
ſence,Deur.33.9. He ſaid to his father and mother , 1 
hare ngt ſeenehim , may be ſaid ofhiminan ill ſence: 
He hath an cuill, a blinde eye that willnorſce, and a 
deafe care thar will not heare, when.parents necefſi- 
ties craue reliefe and ſuccour. He thinketh it yo #ranſ- 
greſſtonto rob father and mother, Pro.28.24. Nay, he & 
chinketh it no tranſgrefſion ro ſterue farther and mo- 

ther. It was the Phariſes divinitic, Matth.15.445.6. Ir 
was no matter how empty the, parents bellies were , ſo 

their Corban were filled : as it ſo be the ſmell and 

{moke of the ſacrifice were ſufficient ro fat them. This 

ſinne was before noted to beaſigne of a reprobate 
ſence,Rom.1.29. and well it may , for verſe 3o. ano- 

ther (i2ne 1s, .thout natural affetFion, Euen this finne 

ſtupifies rhe bowels of nature, and maketh mendeny 

that debt which God, and euen corrupt nature doth 

call for. Thisis that ſinne that madethe heathen long 

ſince complaine of thoſe vngracious births, that £1, ane a5em 
thought racir lives roo long from whom they had parrios inquirit 
their lives. Oh, ſaith good Abraham, that Iſmael > 20003.0md. 
might liue in thy ſight. But many acouctous 1/mael 

ſpeaketh like a profane Eſau, Oh that the dayes of my 

fathers mourning were come; nor that he would 
mourne;bur onely as heires vſe ro do whoſe teares we [72159 lachy- 
know are growneprouerbiall. 

6. Commandement, Thos ſhalt wet kill. But coue- 

touſheſſe is a cur-throate, abloud-ſucking horſeleech. 

To that heighr often growerh the thirit after gold, 

thatit maketh men thirſt after bloud. One of the Pro- 

phets called Babel, 'go/d-rhirſtie Babel. And all that 

know Beb:l, knowherttohaucbenenoleffe blood-thir- 

fiierhen gold-thirſty.Nea the - raxedfor both, = 2. 
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26 A Counterpoyſon againſt conttenſneſſe. . 
8.9. This Sa/omon noterh,Prou.1.11.12.13.7 Come with 
vs, we will lay waite for bloud , and lie prinily for 1be in- 
nocent without a cauſe , we will ſwallow them vp aliue 
like a graue , enenwhole as thoſe that go downe into tne 
pit;, w? ſhall finde all precious riches, and fill our houſes 
with ſpoile, And verſe 19. Such are the wayes of euery 
one that ts greed.e of gaine , he would take away the life 
of the owners thereof. Therefoie,Ezck.22.13. Conetouſ- 
wee and bloud are ioyned together. CIh4b will haue 
NX abothsvineyard, or he will have his bloud. ludas 
was both conctows and amurtherer , and therefore a 
murtherer becauſe couetous. He fold not his maiſter 
ſo much out of an hatred ofhim , as originally out of 
the loue of the thirtic peeces. Couerouſheſſe is a 
bloudy ſinne, and if the hands be not defiled with 
bloud, iristhe law andnot conſcience that keepeth 
. themcleane. | 
7. Commandement, Thouſhilt not commit adul- 


terie, What licenceth the publike ſtewes at Rome, and 


thoſe ſtyes ofcurtezans, but the Popes Corban , and 
the hugereuenew of crownes they bringto the Popes 
purſe*_Itis the inordinate defire afergaine that foun- 
dcth that beſtiall abomination of brothelry. Ir is not 


ſo much theluſtof the fleſh, as the luſt of the eyes, - 


that cauſeth ſuch to be ginen ouer to that brutiſh- 
neſſe. How many violate their matrimoniall faith and 
chaſtitic, and the couenant of their God, allured more 
with the adulterers purſe, then with his perſon 2 How 
many achaſt Daxze adwirteth an adulterous Jupiter 
deſcending ina golden ſhowre > How many vnchaſt 
perſons force themſclues:toa fingte life mecrly to a- 
uoyde the charges. of: married condition, and lie 
YE z fi frying 
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. | i fous > Theretore our Sauiour (Mark. 7. 22. ) ioynes 


| longer, butisturned Evening wolfe , that ſwalloweth 


. _* AConnterporſen againſt onetouſmeſſe. == 27 
frying in the flames oftheir o:vne ſcorching concupi- 


. 


ſence, andſodo offer vp-themſelucs vnto Molech in 
the fire oftheir burning luſts? oe | 
8, Commandement, Thou ſdalt not fteale. But as i. © 
the world hath ſtolen his heart from God, 4o ſticks | 
| he not to ſteale from men, This Commandement 
makcs him an-arrant theefe. Iudas is called a theefe, : 
Ioh.12.6.and why a theefe , butbecauſe he was cone- 


thefts and courtouſneſſe ; and Panl, 1. Cor. 6.10, ioyncs 
theeurs and courtous perſons together, as neare and 
neighbouring ſinners. Falſe dealing, it isa breach of 
this commandcment, it 1s a fruite of this ſin. Ier.6.12. 
Euery on? is giuen to couctouſneſſe : they all deale falf. 
Oppre/ſjon,it is a breach of this commaudement, it is a 
fruite of this fin. Prov. 28.16. A Prince deſtitute of 
onderſtanding i agreat oppreſlor, but he that hates 

. peas, ev” fhall prolong biz dayes. See how oppreſ= 
fron and the hatred of conetouſneſſe are oppoſed. 

We haue here & whole crowd of abominations 
all forbidden in this law, as defrauding, oucrreaching, 
coſining one another in mutuall commerce , in buy- 
ing and ſelling, extortion, incloſures, depopulations, 
ſacriledge, —_—_ detention of the labou- 
rers wages, engroſlers , corne-hoorders, thoſe Her 
catores hamanarum calamitatuns , together with that 
foule-fangd finne of vſury , that indeed now bites no I 


the bones, and leaues not till the morrow, And 

whence, thinke ye , come theſe litters of ſnakes and 

vipers? Lo, this is the dunghill in which they breed: 

A couctous heart-is. the wombe + that concciues 

#- D.4* them, 
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28 CACaunterpiyſen againſt conetouſneſſe. - 
'them, the mother that giues breath and being to them 
all. EEE; a gy | 
g9.Commandement, Thou ſhalt not beare falſe wit- 
nefſe againſt thy neighbour. But as in the former he 
ſcrupled not ar falſe dealing , ſoncither in this ſtickes 
he at falſe xccuſing, Therefore Luk.3. 10hn ioynes theſe 
two together, Accuſe noman falſly, and becontent with 
your wazes. Notto be content, is afruite of coue- 
touſneſſe; and he that is coueroully inclined, will nor 
ſticke in hope of gaine, to ſtraine fo farre asa falſe 
_- accuſation comes to. Flattexers they fin againſt rhis 
' commandement , and couctouſneſle reacheth men 
ro flatter. Iude 16. whoſe mouthes ſpeake proud things, 
hauing mens perſons in admirathon for aduantage. Co- 
netouſneſſe makes men flatter in hope of gaine, as 
dogs fawne for cruſts. Knights ofthe Poſt with their 
hackney conſciences , whar breeds thoſe helliſh mon- 
ſters but this monſter of covetouſneſſe? What makcs 
many Lawyers make(o little conſcience of pleading 
fora naughtic , or againſt a good cauſe, manifett 
tranſgreſſions of this law, but becauſe they ſee their 
Clients come tothem, as Balazks meſſengers to Ba- 
liam with the reward of diuination.in their hands ? The 
deceit of Balaams wages makes them they care not to 
whart Belaak they do retaine. 

10. Commandement,Thvu ſhalt not court thy neigh- 
bours houſe, &c. What may a man have tbar he co- 
uets not? Were his hands as nimble as-his thoughts, 
he muſt live like another Adaw in the world by him- 
ſelfe, no-man nearchim , no man with him. He hath 
achimicall heart of bis owne. In-his wiſhes he cur- 
. nethall incogold:; He witheth the whole earth had 
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| CA. Covamterpoyſon againf rexcteuſneſſe, ” | 
bent mines and Indies. He cannot looke vpon hea- No» afpicitcae. 
uen , which yet one wauld thinke might pur him by inn w , 
his earthly thoughts , but with awiſh it were gold roo; nia puaeſie 
He is iuſtlike the Cardinals of Pope Benedi the 12. Puna Chae 
who being thereunto moued, refuſed ro make more Es 
Cardinals, vnlefſe he could withall-make another 
world; for this was ſcarce ſufficient 5) he) for his 
Cardinals in preſent being. He could find in his heart 
with _Lexendey to weepe heartily that there are nor, 
and that he enioyes not more worlds. 
-Bur eſpecially if we take the effirmatize of this 
| ———— as ſome, to be Contentment with 


a mans condition, then is there no man a more dire 
tranſgreſſorrhen is the couerous,who out of a diſcon- 
tent with his owne eſtate as not ſufficient , cnlargeth 
his deſires as hell, ro couet his neighbours houſe, oxe, 
afſe, ſcruant, ſubſtance, goods, lands, or whatſoeuer 


elſe is his. 
Thus we ſee the firſt part of this 4e»ger , and haue 
found the couctousa tranſgreſſor of _ of Gods 
lawes.Go now, goſilly ſoules, and fondly bleſſe your 
ſelues, and thinke your caſe good becauſe you are 
free from the blacke crimes and foule finnes of the 
world, andthat you haue no other ſinne, you hope, 
but oncly you are a little couetous. None other? 
Thouneedeſtnor, that artguiltic of it. This is a ſe- 
minary ofall ſinnes,this breakes all Gods lawes. There 
is no villanie;no impictic , no iniquitic to which this 
may not diſpoſe thine heart and band. Ir is cafie to 
make a couetous man an Atheiſt , a Papiſt, a periu- 
rer, a profancr of Gods Sabboths, an iron-boweld 


wretch, a-murtherer, ai 28 Wie a theele, a falle- 
Wit- 


28 A Caunterpoyſen againſt conetouſneſſe. - 
'them, the mother that giues breath and being to them 
all. EE Ny IS 
* g9.Commandement, Thou ſhalt not beare falſe wit- 
- 6, i nefſe againſt thy neighbour. But as in the former he 
| ſcrupled not ar falſe dealing , ſoneither in this ſtickes 
2 at falſe accuſing, Therefore Luk. 3. 10hn ioynes theſe 
two together, Accuſe noman falſly, and becontent with 
your wazes. Notto be content, is afruite of cove- 
touſneſſe; and he rat is couerouſly inclined, will nor 
ſticke in hope of gaine, to (traine ſo farre as a falſe 
accuſation comes to. Flattexers they fin againſt rhis 


to flatter. Iude 15. whoſe mouthes ſpeake proud things, 
hauing mens perſons in admiration for aduantage. Co- 
uetouſneſſe makes men flatter in hope of gaine, as 
dogs fawne for cruſts. Knights ofthe Poſt with their 
hackney conlciences , what breeds thoſe helliſh mon- 
ſters but this monſter of coverouſneſſe? What makes 
many Lawyers makelo little conſcience of pleading 
fora naughtic , or againſt a good cauſe, manifett 
tranſgreſſions of this law, but becauſe they ſee their 
Clients come tothem, as Balazks meſſengers to Ba- 
liam with the reward of diuination.in their hands ? The 
deceit of Balaams wages makes them they care not to 
what Balaakthey do retaine. 
10. Commandement,7hou ſhalt not court thy neigh- 
bours houſe, &c. What may a man have that he co- 
| uets not? Were his hands as nimble as-his thoughts, 
he muſt live like another Adays in the world by him- 
ſelte, no man nearchim , no man wich him. He hath 
achimicall heart of bis owne. In-his wiſhes he cur- 
. -neth all incogold-' tle wifheth tbe whole earth had 
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bene mines and Indies. He cannot looke vpon hea- No» abicireae- 


uen, which yer one would thinke might pur him by = 


his earthly thoughts , bur with awiſh it were gold too, nia purereſſe 


He is iuſt like the Cardinals of Pope Benedithe 12. 
who being thereunto moucd, refuſed ro make more 
Cardinals, vnlefſe he could withall-make another 
world; for this was ſcarce. ſufficient (ſaid he) for his 
Cardinals in preſent being. He could find in his heart 
with _Mexander to weepe heartily that there are nor, 
and chat he enioyes not more worlds. | 

\Bur _— if we take the «firmatise of this 
commandement as ſome, to be Contentment with 
a mans condition, then is there no man a more dire 
tranſgreſſor then is the couerous,who out of a diſcon- 
tent with his owne eſtate as not ſufficient , cnlargerh 
his deſires as hell, to couet his neighbours houſe, oxe, 
afſe, ſcruant, ſubſtance, goods, lands, or whatſoeuer 
elle is his. 3 2c 

Thus weſeethe firſt part of this danger , and haue 
found the couectousa tranſgreſſor of cucry of Gods 
lawes.Go now, go filly ſoules, and fondly bleſſe your 
ſelues, and thinke your caſe good becauſe you are 
free from the blacke crimes and foule finnes of the 
world, andthat you haue no other {inne, you hope, 
but onely you are a little covetous. None other? 
Thouneedeſtnor, that artguiltie of it. This is aſe- 
minary ofallſinnes,this breakes all Gods lawes. There 
is no villanie;no impictie , no iniquitic to which this 
may not diſpoſe thine heart and band. Ir is cafie to 
make a couetous man an Atheiſt , a Papiſt, aperiu- 
rer, a profaner of Gods Sabboths, an iron-boweld 
wretch, a murtherer, ai AW a thecte, a falſe- 

wit- 


zo A Crterpoyſenegelng entteeſoeſ 
witneſſe,or wharſoeuer elſe thediuell will * 
2. Theſecond daewger followes, andthatis in the 
ſbment which it brings. | 
Heavie and wofull are thoſe indgements which 
Gods threatens againſt this finne. #s vnto chem that - 
joyne houſe unto houſe, Ila. 5.8. wo vnto him that in- 
creaſes that which i not his, Hab.2. 6. wownto him 
that conets an euill courtouſneſſe unto his houſe, Hab. 2. 9. 
Sechow God thunders out woes thicke and three- 
fold againſt this ſfinne. Indeed rhe comeroue bleſſerh bims- 
ſelfe,Þlal.10.3. but inthe ſame Pſalme and verſe, the 
Lord abborres him. Yea h« (o abhorres him, thar he 
euen ſites his hands at im, Ezck.22.13. Ihaue ſmit» 
ter mine hands at thy diſhrneſt gaine_». Yea he fo ab» 
- horceshim,that he not onely (mites his hands at him, 
but ſmices at him with his bands, Ma.'57. 17. For his 
wicked conctouſneſſe I am angrie_ with him, and hane_ 
ſmitten him, Butſee wealittle in particular what thoſe 
' puniſhments are wherewith God ſmies him. 
rx. God often ſmites him in his bo4y. That hunger, 
and hardſhip, andreſftleſneſſe wherewith he wearies 
and weares out his poore carkaſſe, is buta whip of his 
owne making, but Godalſo laſhes and ſcourges him 
with his ſcorpions : Iob.20.20. Surely he ſhall find ns 
quietneſſe in his belly. What got Gehez# by his rich 
bootic? The plague of leprofic vpon his bodie,2. Kin. 
5-27. What got Mhanby his greatprize? A great 
heape of ſtones vpon his bodie, Ioſh. 7. 26. So Bu- 
liam gotafwordin hisbowels, and Tudas an halter a- 
bourhis necke, the gaines of many a corne-hoorder, 
andthe juſt end of many a wretched oppreffor. And 
what got CAnanias and Sapphire by their proieR, bur 
: a 


@ A Connterpoyſon againſ} concteuſneſſe, z1 
a miſcrable and ſudden end? He that hates conetouſ*- 
neſſe ſhall prolong his deyes,Prou. 28.16. buc theſe had 
their dayes ſhortened forchis finne. Many a faire 
mightrhey haue liucd, if they had kept chemſclues 
free from this foule ſinne. Now let T#de while he 
| ſwings in his halter , boaſt ofhis thirtie peeces. Now 
let Ba/aam boaſt of his wages. The reward-of diuina- 
tion was ſweere in his eye, but ler him tell vs how 
ſweete.is the Iſraclites ſword in his bowels. Now Ge- 
he2.igo bleſle thy folfe with thy ralent of filuer , and 
thy two changes of raiment, but yet tell vs whether 
is berter the body or raiment? So iuſt it is, that he thar 
. will couet Naewans filuer , Naamars raiinent, ſhould - 
be clothed , ſhould beplagued with NN egamans le- 
proſic. | 

2. God ſmites him in his gods. And that which is 
his god,his heauen,his happinefſe, God makes a curſe, 
acroſle, a plague vnto him. God plagues him in his 
goods, cither in denying himthe vic, or indepriuing 
him ofthe poſſeſſion ofthem. | 

1. In denying him the vieofthem,Fccleſ.6.2. God 
giues hin not powey to eatetbereof. All the vie he bath 
. of hisriches, is but 7s beho/d them with his eyes, Ecclel. 
5.10, Theplague ofthe Prince of Samaria is vpon 
him , who ſaw great plentic and abundance , bur 
might not taſte of it All the good he hath of his ri- 
ches,is bur for his eye. His backe and his belly are oft 
in his greareft abundance pinched and pined; and 
that pleaſure which his eye hath, is but a miſcrable 
pleaſurero0, for the eyers not ſatisfied with ſiluer, Ec- 
cleſ. 4.8. | hey are but Homines ad metalla damnats, 


no better thenthe miſerable Indians, worne out inthe 
E 3 mines 
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| gee mines vnder Spaniſh tyranny. Their drinke increa- 


|. paupenatis. Niſes their thirſt their riches cheir pouertie , their' abun» 
quo pla 396i dance their want. Iob.20.32. 1s the fulneſſe of bis ſafe 


* concupiſcn» ficiencie heſhall bein ſtraits, even in ſtraits of want in 
© Quo ergo plura the midſtofhis fulneſſe. And herein is the couetous 
96." 6 Ace the moſt miſerable of ſinners. For other ſinners yer, 
p<r. Qu com though they loſe the pleaſures ofthelife to come, yet 
plura covcapi> 4, rhey enioy ſome kinde of pleaſure in this life : but 
Qu <:go the couetous,as God willdeprive him ofthe furure, ſo 
eentum talerta he deprives himlſelfe of thepreſent world , and ſo en- 


et - . » 
havent non cus LOYES NEITCT. 


mille eoim cu= = 2+. But it may begthe foolethinkes this no miſery; 
pe Quam 2n® God therefore depriues him of the poſſeſſion , and 
eek ftrips him cleaneofallhis goods. God hatha worme 
pauper. Noa to ſinite their gourds, he bath vermine ro conſume 


amplios mille tx, x; ane gathered and hoorded vp againſt his 
raptor commandement. This ſin leauens a mans wholc ſub- 


gn pleraſtance with Gods curſe, which ſhallmake his bagges 
I 


che _y 1-C. like his defires, bottomlcſle, and ſo ſhall all runne our. 


Ko wonfis Tob 20.20.21, He ſballnet ſaucof that which he deſired, 
Cs Eanivixs Fhere ſhall none of his meate be left , therefore ſhall no man 
nyunc-DinveÞ looke for his goods. The couetous man hath many a 


pwnn.Chryſoftsd one that I, after his goods, but God often de- 
1.Corhom 15- cejues and diſappointsthem allz his goods are often 


Exam cells one before himfelfe. He hathſwallrwed dewneriches, 
tueris clavew, he ſhall vomite them vp __ , God ſballcaft they out 
CO of bis belh,lob 20. 15. Greedy gourmandizing tren- 
cizomniaqui Chermen, that ſwallow their meate downe whole, and 


auaitiam peſſi a5 neuer knowing when they haue enough , do ſtill 


— = lay in and lay on, do ſo oppreſle. their ſtomackes, 


& quiporeſt thatnature is faine to ſccke its owne eaſe by vomi- 


—_ ting. When meawillbe rich,and cannot waite Gods 


* 
- —— ZI INS. 7 eng et 


leiſurely 


— 


* 
>. et 


haue enough, burwith Behemorh thinke to 


forden into their iawes; they do ſo 0 


# » c 
AS. 


Tris an hell ro him toleaue his riches in the end'ot his 
dayes, but God will bring him early to his hell, He 
ſhall leaue thems in the mis f of bis dayes. But what 
ſhall become ofhim then inthe 


foole, God will make himapoor 
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leiſurely diſtribution , and never know when they | 


chew 


ſclues, that Gad giucth their cſtate a vomit, and caul- 
ſeth theſe greedy guts to regurgirate thoſe morſels fo 
raucnouſly deuoured. Exccllentis that place, Ter. 17. 
II. Heſballleaue. his riches in the my of his dayes. 


endof his dayes? The _ 
wards following tell vs, _4vd at bis end be ſhell bes 
e man, and a foole- 


* 
+ 


both. He ſhali luſc bottthis wealth and his wits z for +-. 


whoſe wirs would not cracke to loſe his god? God 
is uſt, and therefore makerh chem a vnto. others 
who haue preyed vpon others. Sec Hab.2.6.7, 8. we 
vnto him that increaſeth that which is not his: how long? 


«nd to hins that hadeth biniſelfe with thicke clay. Shall 


they wot riſe vp ſuddenly that ſhall bite thee? and awake 
that ſhall vexe thee? and thou ſhalt be their prey. Becauſe 
thou haſt ſpoiled many nations , allthe remnant of the p 
ple ſball ſpoile thee.God will ſpoile thele ſpoilers, and he 
which hath bene predo minoris, (hall himſelfe bepreds 
matoris,as Auguſtineſpeaketh, . "6 

3- Godſmiteth him in his Pefeeic and childrey, 
He cares notto depriue himſelte of an inheritance in 
heaven, andall co leaue his children an inheritance 
on earth. Whar makerh him lay about him? what ma- 
kerh him thus take on ? He is defirous to.raiſe his 
houſe, to make his children gentlemen , menof place 


andregard, Bur alas he deceiucth hinaſelfe, and the 


E. 3 - ' the 


as 


# «7 
8 
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iſſue befooleth him, Asthe facher was a rich begger, 


ſo the children proue poore gentlemen. Couectoul- 
nefle raiſeth not, but rumes houſes, Hab, 2.9.10. w# 
vnto him that courts an euill conctouſneſſe to his houſe. 
For he that is greedy of "ys raiſethnor, but troublerh 
his houſe. He couetcth an evill coucrouſneſle to his 
bouſe, that is, by his coverouſnefe he bringerh evill 
vpon his houſe. Bur whar cuill? verſe 10. Thou haſt con- 
Tulted ſhame to thine owne houſe, not honor, nor great- 
'neſſe;but ſhame, euen the ſhame of beggery , and the 
ſhaweopf ruine, andadiſhonorable downefall. Co- 
- vetouſheſſeleaueth the children heires of z curſe as 
- well as of goods, for his goods are an execrable thine, 
, accutſed goods. The leprofſic of Nasman claue nor 
onely to Gehez;, but ro him and to his ſeed for euer, 2. 
King. 3.27. What got Gehesics ſeed and poſterity by 
their Etiors couctouſneſſe? What other heredita- 
ments they got] wot not, ſure Tam they got a filthy 
hereditary leproſite, For Gehezies couctouſneſſe is his 
ſced plagued with leprofie. For many a couctous far 
thers ſinneis his poſterity plagued with beggery. He 
bath not power toeate of his owne goods, Eccleſ.6.2. I 
but the more he ſpares, . the tehwal x5 child heires. So 
would one thinke indeed, bur yer it proues otherwiſe, 
' fornot his child, but «' ſfranger ecaterh thereof. ] bur 
what becomes of bis children then ? "Either taken a- 
way with fiſh-hookes', Amos 4. 2.a fit plague for the 
fathers linpe; or elſe,10b 20.10. His children (pal flat- 
ter the poore, See what his gentlemen come to-Tothat 
miſerable baſe beggery ſhall they come, that they 
ſhall be glad ro flattet'a meane map foran almes, and 
Fayric vpori7 Pore tmaisfor a craſt, How ordinarily 


is, 
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is prodigaliry heire $0 couctouſpeſſe? and the prodi- 
gall heire ſcattering thatin a few. dayes that.the cope- 
rovs father was gathering many yeares? how quickly 
is he brought ro therrough > how ſoone broughr/to 
Qacterand faune for huskes and hogs meate? Oh con: | 
fider this you thar, colour this. iniquit with the com: ne 

JOE ; , hx; ''; 1 Pareere 
plexion of honeſt care for-your children , I ingreate theruris cadu- 
you as 70b did his wife, lab 19. 17. .cuen;for the chil. caghefarisra- 
drens ſake of your -ovene bodies totake heed and beware bes wm of 
of couctouſnefſe, As youfcare the leprofic of Gods agere peeunis 
curſe, and the canker of this vengeance ypen:; you - Pl 


ij3i0quis me- 
children,ſo take heede of |eauing hem LEVER of uch 2 brag 
goods as couetouliteſſe hath ſcraped together. Leaue a. 
them heires of ſuch goods as.withall they may "be { = 
heires of Gods blefſiig. Tak heed of tranſmitting o- 7c 
uer tothem ſuch acarkrgd 1herjzanice as may difin- qua 
herit thern of all. Were itnot thar.coucrouſneſſe ma: — work | 
keth men withour naruzzall affection, I fhould hope ge. ru. op 
this argument might preuaile. | | Fils mein fer+ 
4. But yet the worſt dazgcr of all is yet behind. If — Wy 
Godin his patience do forbeare in theſe, = in the tio ioiquitatis. 


fourth place without ſaile will God plague him, in his rnky 38, 


feale. Itis a ſoule-plaguing finne , not onely in regard quituitbe- | 


of the inward tortures and cares wherewithall his rem.Ns eſthoc 
ſoule is ſo diſtrated,that rhe abundance of the rich- will F199 amarcſed 
not ſuffer him to ſleepe,Ecclef.5. 22, Nor yet in regard Noto teratem 
of the contingall rorment his inſatiable defires pur yarcm tentiane 
himto, whereby heis like a man ficke of the dogged m_.—oaye 
appetite, cuer in hunger and thirſt without farisfa- hom.gs. 
Qion, and his vexation lirtle eafier then the rich glue. 

tons in:hcIl, who was ever ina burning defire after 


. that drop of water which ſhould acucr be granted 


EB & 


36 CA Conmterpoyſon axainſscouttonſneſſd. 
him. Not onely in theſe, but ina farre worſe reſpe& 
is it a ſoule-plaguing ſiane, in that it excludeth- the | 
foule from Godand heauen. Hab.'2: ro. Thev haſt. ſin- . 
wed againſt thine owne ſoule, Whercin? In-difinheri- . 
ting it of heaven. Epheſ.5,5. The coxctons man hath ns 

. | dnheritarce inthekingdome of Chriſt, and of God.Hetliat 
Viseffc beres | Is thus greedie of inheritance'on-earth, yer loſcth all 
errz, ſed non” jnhieritancein heauenr.Cor. 6.9.10. Know ye not that 
baberio 029 21> uric bteous ſhall not inherit the kingdome? Be not 


hereditatery. ep. s | , . 
Studium ponis deceiued; neither theeues , mor couetous ſhill inherit the 


" alije reliv* | L;228domme of God. "Indeed the covetous bleſſerh him- 
ka eng oy Elio 'andwith no lefſe then'the hopes of - 
aute prives, hetuen; but he 75 deceiaed. For whit is the hope of the hy- 
LE a B" pocrite though he hath gained , when God takes away his 
* * + * foate? Tob 27.8. How ſhould this awaken men #0 take | 
\ wt. ,  heedand beware? What though chow gainethe whole 8 
. » -- - wotldby thy couerous courſes, yet what ſhall it ad- 
uantagethee #o gaine the whole world , and to loſe thine 
ewe ſoule > He that purchaſeth the whole world with 
the price andloſſe of his ſoule, will find buta biting 8 
a ſmarting bargaine of it. He muſt needs be a loſer by 
the bargaine, fr heloſeth God, heaven, happineſſe, his 
ſoule and himſelfe. Among all thy gaines thou art ſure 
ro have hell into thy bargaine. What euer thou gai- 
. neſt; Saran will beſureto gaine thy ſoule. 
© Nowthtn,6thoucouctous man, be pleaſed alic- 
tle to logke our theſe Items, and ſumme vp thy 
airies: Auarut ſemper in rationibus: A couetous' man 
5 moch in his'counting houſe. Among other thine 
"accotitirs be {o'govd asto looke ouer this. Jyprimis = F 


; by thicegppreſſiari, frandylentand falſe dealing, hou 
haftportenſomany'ponnds./fem by thine 'vſury and 
T” hw extortion 
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extortion ſo many-hundreds. Jrensg thy bribery lo 
nk fammels, theealent{omonthy In, the 
coranl HIMmE is , .tNecurle of faod ypon thy b the 
curſe of God ypon thy geeds 5, the curſe off God vpon 
thy children, the curſe of Gods etarnali vengeance 
vpon thy ſoule.Now in goodſooth, andarenor theſe 
goadly gaines? would they not ſetany mans teethon 
watering? Yea but it may be theſe are bur idle ſcar- 
crowes, the figments of Picachers idle-braines,. Na, 
no: Godhathſworne twicein one prophecy,, Amos 
4-2:Amos.8.7.to make them good. Godcan no more 
be forſworne then he can ceaſe to be God. If he do 
forbeare the infliftion of the remporall plagues , yer 
ſhallit be abundantly recompenced in the heauy 
weight of cternall corment. k 
nd thus haue weſeene the double danger of this 

finne ,-wbich may both ſerue to verific the Apoſtles 
faying.r.Tim.6.10. That the deſire of money is the roote 
of af enill, of all euill both of ſinne and puriſoment ; as 
alſo toterrific our dead hearts, and make them awake 
to fake beed and beware of couctouſneſſe. 

- Thethird thing followeth. The remed;es and pre- 
feruatiues, What are we the better to know our diſ- 
caſe and:the danger thereof, .vnlefle we know the 
—_— withall 2 - The remedzes . therefore arc 
theſe. | | 

Ii-: That which we finde, .Ioh.5.4. Thi « the vi- 
Fory that oxercometh the world;enen our faith. Faith 0- 
uercomrmetb not only the feare of gheworld,inthreat- 
ning Þutrtheloue ofthe world in-entifings:\ The, xoore 
ofthis roote of all cuill is commonly. diffidence-and 


diſtruſt in. Gods all-ſafficient., prouidence- This ma- 
ik cs. kerh 
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him. Not onely in theſe, but ina farre worſe reſpe&t 


is ita qt wing ſiane, 'in that it excluderh the 


foule from X 
wed acainſt thine owne ſoule, Wherein? In 


and heauen, Hab.2: 10. Thos haſt. ſin- 
diſinheri- . 


ting it of heaven. Epheſ.5,5. The conctons man hath vs 


Vis eſſe bzres | Is thus greedic of inheritance'on-earth, yer 
terre, ſed non” inhieritancein heauen;r.Cor. 6.9.10. Know ye not that 


habes in ceelo 
hereditater. 


tht uktriehteous ſhall not inherit the kingdome 


inheritance inthe kingdome of Chriſt,and of God.He tliar 


loſeth all 


? Be not 


Studium ponis deceiued; neither theeues , mor couectous ſhill inherit the 


pes thn 
quas bxrec 
tem, taplum MIA ; 
e& heaven; bur 
| Unyſol.ed 


autery p 
hon,1ts, 
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kingdom of God. Indeed the covetous bleſſerh him- 

": ſelfe,Pſal.io.3. and with no lefſe-then'the hopes of - 
| hot deceiaed.For whit is the hope of the 7 

dy pocrite though he hath gained , when God takes away his 


* © foule&?Tob'27.8.How ſhould this awaken men #0 take 
heed and beware? What though thow gainethe whole 
world by thy couerous courſes , yet what ſhall ir ad- 
uantage thee #o gaine the whole world , and to loſe thine 
ewne ſoule > He that purchaſerh the whole world wich 
the price andlofle of his ſoule, will find buta biting 8 


[ 


a ſmarting _— ofit. He muſt needs be a loſer by 


the bargaine, 


rheloſerh God, heaven, happineſſe, his 


ſoule and himſelfe. Among all thy gaines thou art ſure 


ro have hell into thy bargaine. VWhatcuer 


. neſt; Saran will beſureto gainethy ſoule. 


thou gai- 


' Nowtrhen, 6thou couctous man, be pleaſed alir- 
tle to logke ourr rheſe Items, and ſumme vp thy 
ainies: Auarmt ſemper in rationibus : A couetous man 
1 moch in his counting houſe. Among other thine 


. 
, 


-by thicieoppteſſiar, fraudjilentand falſe de 
Haftgorten ritual pobnds./fems bythine" 


ccolltirs be ſo'gavd as to looke ouer this. /7-primis 


ling,thou 
vſury and 


EXtOrtion 
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extortion ſo many-hundreds.: 7ew'by thy bribery ſo 
rmagy thoulands.YVell,whatis the whole ſumme?The 
rorall ſumwe is , thecurſe of God yponthy badp, the 
curſe of God ypon thy goeds 5, the curle off God vpon 
thy children, the curſe. of Gods etarpali vengeance 
vpon thy ſoule.Now in good ſooth, andarenor theſe 
goodly gaines? would they not ſetany mans teethon 
watering? Yea but it may be theſe are bur idle ſcar- 
crowes, the figments of Picachers idle-braines,. Na, 
no: Godhathſworne twicein one prophecy; Amos 
4-2-Amos.8.7.to make them good. Godcan no more 
be forſworne then he can ceafle to be God. If he do 
forbeare the inflition of the temporall plagues, yer 
ſhallit be . abundantly recompenced in the heauy 
weight of eternall ctorment. ' 
nd thus haue weſeene the double danger of this 

fiane ,-wbich may both ſeruc to verifie the Apoftles 
faying,t.Tim.6.10. That the deſire of money is the roote 
of all enill, of all euill both of ſinne and punſoment ; as 
alſo toterrific our dead hearts, and make them awake 
to take beed and beware of couctouſneſſe. 

- Thethird thing followeth. The remwedes and pre- 
feruatiues, What are we the better to know our diſ- 
caſe and:the danger thereof, vnleſle we know the 
remedies withall ?- The remedzes . therefore are 
theſe. | | 

t.: That which we finde, .Ioh.5.4. Thi « the vi- 
Fory that vuer cometh the world, cucn our faith. Faith 0- 
uercommeth not only the feare of theworld inthreat- 
ning buttheloue ofthe worldin ny The, xoote 
of this roote of all cuill is commonly. 'diffidence-and 


diſtruſt in, Gods all-ſafhicient., providence. This ma- 
14A Ws, kerh 


— 
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kerh men ſo 'greedily and: eagerly provide for them-' 
ſclues . becauſe diſtruſifully they imagine that they 
arc left to the Wide! ADH. Chilled Cheeſe a 
children.* So much Mthplieth our - Sauiours ſpeech, 
verſe-28. of this'Chapter : How! much more will he_s 
cloath you, 0 ye of little faith. Our great cares come 
from our /trle faith. Greater faith would leſſen our 
cares. This remedie*Pau/! reacheth Timorhie,r. Tim. 
6.11.0 man of Gol flic theſe things, namely thoſe foo- 
Hh andnoyſomeluſts which drowne men in deſtru- 
Qionand perdition, riſing from the loue of money. 
Burt how may we fly them > Follow after righteouſ- 
neſſe,godlineſſe, faith. Theſoule in which this grace 
hath reſidence, ſhall finde itan heauenly amulet or 
- plague-cake to defend it from the poyſon of this 
; {inne.For faith not onely parifies the heart, and fo 
urgeth our this droſſe, bur italſo POR_—_ heart. 5 
by making God its portion, whereby the infinite de- 

fire of the ſoule is filled, which nothing can ſatisfic 

bur the fruition of the infinite God. He alone that 

filleth heauen and earth and all things therein, he 

alone can fill the boundlefle deſires of the ſoule. One- 
ly faith maketh him ours. And the ſoule hauing made | 

Godhers by faith, ſhe ceafleth to ſeeke ſatisfaction 
from the temporall and finire creatures, Faith is a 

chymicall grace. As couctouſneſſe is an earthly Al. 

chymiſt that turneth go/d into Ged,, fo is faitha' di- 
$:::4-oma. Vine Chymicke that turneth God into gold, fileer, and ( 
+ porenaleaii- Whateuer the heart wanterh /and defireth, Tob: 22.23. 
munaumam 24.25, If they returnenvebe Almightie, then ſhalt thou 
bs ea laypgold as duſt and the gold of Ophir as the ſtones of WM. 
di, Sic lun, Fhe brookes , yea = ſhall be thy choyce gold 
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atidfiluer; aud ny was Would: we have 
"7 -ourhill of gold and filuer; ſo as we would -haue our 
chicſt” quenched? ler vs make God our portion b 

faith. Hethat by faith hath made God his gold, ſhall 
-neuer through coucrouſneſſe make gold his god. Tem; 
| porallchings cannomorefillthe heart, then ſpirituall 
things a cheſt, The world canno more fill the heart, 
then acircle cana ſquare. God alone is he that can 


neuer till:chen ſings with Dauid, Plal. 16. 5.6. The 
Lord is the portion of mine inheritance. The lines 
are fallen to mein pleaſaut placts , yes I haut a goodly he» 
ritage. $1: 
2 Sobrietic and temperance, ſober affeQtions in 
| .> the vic of theſe carthly things. For though couetoul- 
nes and prodigalitic be two extremes, yet oftentimes 
couctouſneſſe is but ſubordinate to prodigaliticz and 
mens prodigall and intemperate courſes , makes them 
couetoully ſcrape that together which may be ſer- 
viceable to their luſts. Mavy hauc braue , or baſe 
minds rather,they muſt flaunt, and cut ir out in ap- 
| pu furniture, houſhold, attendance. Pride muſt 
auethis thing, and delicacie muſt haue thar ; pleaſure 
cals for this, and luſt for that. Which inordinacies of 
theirs being coſtilier then their owne eſtates can beare, 
| then couetouſneſle inſtrufts them to lay the burden 
| vpon others. Theſe intemperare affefions cryin 
like horſe-leeches Gzue, 27ue, they teach couctou ſeſle 
-| > roctie Take, take ; and fo by injuſtice, exaQion and 
. oppreſſion, do ſeeke maintenance and, exbibirion for 
-- . their pride and luxury our —_ mens eſtates , ol 
2 other 


laris eſt, cor » 


fatisfic the ſoule, on whom the ſoule hauing layed cules quadra- 
hold, itthen holds. it ſelfe well apaid, and hen, and _ _— 
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- other mens waivtenance- which is for their bare.ne- ( 
ceſlities , muſt berauencd vp to ſerue their inordinate s 
and helliſh voluptuouſnefſe. Hence comes it that the 
poore Tenant is racked to maintaine the Landlords 
dogs;hawkes,and coaches; the poore Tenants backe 
Aripped, thas their dead walls may be richly clothed; { 
the poore Tenant can ſcarce go in good ruffer on 
high dayes, becauſethe Landlord , like therich glut- 
_ t-n,muſt fare deliciouſly,and goin purple cucry day. 
Moderation breeds contentation : contentation pre- 
ſerues from couectouſneſſe. He that is content with 
his owne,will neuer putforth his hand to wrong ano- 
ther. | 
3- Set bounds and a ſtint to thine eſtate, and 
learne to know when thou haſt exough. Coucrouſneſſe 
isa deſire of more then emwawgh. Theretore do men F 
Kill defire more, becauſe they thinke they haue not | 
yeterough, He that would be relieued againſt coue- 
7 uſneſſ , muſt firſt ſecke to ſtint his deſires; a man 
ſhall never ſtint his deſires , till his: eſtate be tinted. 
Mens eſtates are not ſo much. increaſed: by their de- 
fires,as theirdefiresare made. endleſſe by their eſtates 
boundlefſe. - If E/aw had bene as honeſt in other things 
as in this, he ſhould neuer haue deſerued the brand of 
« profane perſon. Ax profane as he was, I could wiſh this 
leſſon werelearned ofhim. As profane as he was, he 
was an honeſter man in this, then thouſands that now 
live, Will ye hearc how like an honeſt man he ſpeakes? | 
Gen.33.9.1 haue enough my brother , keepe that which 
thou haſt tothy ſelfe. Behold how farre he. is. beyond -N- 
the honeſtic of the' Harpyes and cormorants of our 
times, that neuer knowing when they hauc enough, ? 
: . 7s © are 


\ "et Connteryonſonugainſtrouereaſneſſe.— | 
ireeuerfixing vhieir kites elawes and: cheir-gryphons 
talants ypon their poorebrother'Zecobs goods, Foure 
things arc ſpecificd,Pro. 30.1516, tharncuerſay, #« 
exough : to which we may adde a fift, namely a couc- 
tous hearr, that- knoweth no-ſtinr of its owne. deſires 
and endevours; The way topreuent.this/ immodera- 
tion,is'to fee when we arewe!lwhen we hau@cnough. 
A point being determinable, why make normencon- 
ſcience to determine nts God forbids the King, Deut. 
17.16.17. to mu/tiply horſes tohimſelfe , and greatly to 
wultiply his ſiluer ard gold ; and yet who hath greater 
vices of, and tairer  precences for theſe | things then 

Princes hauc? It a King may not multiply aboue that 

which is enough for a King , what prerogatiue haue: 
inferiour ſubicts ro hauc eſtates. oundiefle ? We” 


can ſay of others, They haue enough, ifthey canſee. © 
If we can ſee when others hane' enough, why dowe --// +» 


oucrfooke our owne eſtates? This 15 an euil/ conc- 
#0uſne//e, when men are cuer lading themſelues with 
thicke clay , and have neither the hearts nor the gracc 
to ſet downe an Hucu/queto anſwer Gods. Qouſque, 
' Hab.2.6. an Hitherto to Gods How. long. For this ye- 
ry finne were the Iewes threatned,Iſa.2.6.7. Therefore 
thou haſt forſaken thy people, &e. becauſe their land us 
full of ilner and gold , neither is there any end of their 
' PPeaſurts,any end of their chariots; Emonugh , we ſay, is 
as goodasa feaſt. And what 'ſhould a-man do fea- 
King or feeding when his belly is full? The = mizſt 
know a meaſure as well as the belly.” And-then ic will 
be as cafe to fill mens eyes as their bellies. Not that 
 menhauing enough , ſhould giorvpthevhanef cal-_ 
lings, andrecciucin ao-morey but hauing_cnough, 
| F 3 ſhould. 
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ſkeuld lay:vpno-more, bur make the -oyerfloate of 
their: cup feruiccable'to:the. maintenance of Gods £.. 
worſhip, and the reliete ofhis poore Saints. - Take this 
courſe, andbe couctous if thou canſt, Zet your conuer- 
ſation be without conetouſneſſe, Heb. 13.5, What helpe 
may wehaue hereunto? ©4nd be content with things 
preſent.Conrtentatianpreſeruerh from couetouſneſic. 
Then, and neuertillthen:, will a mans heart be con- 
rented, when he hath enough , and knoweth he hath 
enough, and is reſolued not to go further then c- 
nough. 7 b, | AE; 
;.:i4., Free thy ſelfe from a falſe opinion of riches. 
'The conceit which men haue of riches, is falſe. They 
Anin? bomivis thinke riches lieth in Hauirg much.They are deceived, 
cver,nont.ee God is called Rich in Scripture, not for mezey, but 
quamuis illa fie fOT 227c2e 5 not for haning goods , but for daing grod,, 
PR * —_ = _ Lord _ «l, : be —_ 
en  Shat call upon him. erein is Godrich? Notinbe- 
Caen, ing Lord .oo all, but in doing good wnto all that call 
Parad.6. yponhim. So thatT wouldnor forbid men to be co- 
uetous of riches , ſothey would be coucrous of truc 
and derzbleriches. Couet true riches , and ſparc not. 
Couet tobe Rich in God, Rich in faith, Rich in good 
workes. The more couetous of theſe riches,the happier 
is thy ſoulc. This was the fooles error next my. text, 
that conceiued riches. tobe all in Hauing , . and not 
in Doing good, Therefore it is added inthe cloſure of 
that parable; So is euery one thar gathereth riches to 
. ljimſelfe, andis notrichin God. So, that is, as very a 
foole as was hes. : : 


- Ge ClimbevpmouritAgbv, and from thence take 
- aview-of Candzn,and lite lift and loue ſhalt chou 
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- hauetothewilderneſſe of the-world; Ger'a piercing 
eye, in tmieditationto fee the invifible:God, "the: glo-; 
ric arid-beaurie'of heaven zand'therewithallſhallwe. ©. [;f 
findour affections ſo inflamed'; that: they ſhall eaſily. 1 + 
flacke andcoole in regard of earthly things: Oh ſhame + 
that we that profeſle the hope of an. inheritance with {: ---.... 
the Saints inlight, ſhou'd laviſh our ſo muchof our * 1 


. <a 4 
- 
as. —_ «4 
a as \. 
_ 


precious time, of ourprecious life;' and the:ſtrength [: .._....\,, 1.75 
of our affeQions,in the ſo eager purſuire of the trafli * '+ +++, 
of the carth. View well that heauenly Ictuſdlemr on © © Oo 
high , that C:te which # of pure gold, Apoc.2 1. 18, Y 


whoſe ffreete #2 alſopare gold, verſe 21. and in compa-. 
rifon of that Citie, thou ſhalt ſay of all earthly felici- 
tiesas Hiram ſaid of the cities which Sa/omon-gaue +. .. 
him, 1.King. 9.13. They por him not : and he (aid, 
what cities are theſe which thou haſt giuew me , my bro- 
ther ? And hecalld them, viz. inindignation, thelend 
of Cabul unto this day, thatis,adirtic,.a mirie land, 
Heauen is our land of Canaan; fixe we our cye and 
heartthercon, andtheearth wi// _— vs,-it; will 
be a very land of Cabul, a dirtic,drofſic land inour eye, 
Oh fond thing for vs that hope for the: inilke and ho- 
ney of Caxaay, to long and-{uft after: the ftinking 
| garlicke andonions.of Agypt.-Ohfond-tbing for ys 1 
_ thathopeffor acrowneandkingdome z- thus to abaſe FN 
our ſelues to lic raking in the kennels of the carth, 
Thus ifmen would bur ſeriouſly medirate, and worke | 
vp their thoughts and hearts: to the: louei of the. trea- , 
ſures ofheauen,it wouldſoonebreedin them.an ho- FRY. 

ly negle& , if not a contempt. ofthis/ preſent; world. 
This remedy our Sauiour teacheth; Marth, 6. 19,20; 
21. Lay not vp treaſures for ee 4 1 earth, &ce 
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44 A Conditerpoyſott azainfl toveteuſneſſe: 
med: "og ifhe bad ſaid; Take heed and beivere of 'couctou[neſſe;" 
Codes: and chenfallowes, Bat-day 2p Sreeſores for your ſelnes. 
Guro ſuo, & i# bedgen;/andithen; where tour treaſure i,, there will 
quodam corUit our beart .be. Qur:Head' is io heauen., what do our 


ſuas ſequi, Fe Hearts onearththen?':Ler Head and heart be toge- 
ficureccleiam ther. The ſameremedy Paul teacherh Timothy —_ 


— prexceſſit caput ny others,1. Tim.6.11.12. O meu of God flie the 


cius, fic Chriſt:. 
anum przcedar #Hirrgs., 'namely the: coucrous deſires of the world. 


v5 moys: a Bur how ſhall that be done? Lay: held of eternall life. 
+ Pin ol. The faſter hold we take of rhe -world to come, the 
famus, ſequetur Jooſer hold ſhall we have ofthis world, and the leſſe 
_ __ hold ſhallthis world haue of vs. For this makes men 
Aliquid coſt. hold ſfofaſton, andin this life , becauſe they haue ſo 
£ug-ſerm, de di- flacke an hold. ofthe life to come. This made _Abra- 
«/4Þ> bamdwelintents in theland of promiſe, not raiſing 
| cities or making great buildings , becauſe he looked for 
' 8 Citie | baning a foundation wizoſe builder and maker 
w.-God, Heb.11.9.10.. And thus Dazid ſeemeth to 
weane his heartfrom the loue of the earth ,: Pſal. 15; 
14 15: hauc'before ſpoken of the men of this 'world 
who having their] portion in this lite , he ſubioynes, 
I will behold thy face. in righremſneſe and when 1 e: 
wake Tſbal{he fath fied with:thine image. As, if he had 
faid, Todo i delite their happineſſe , my 
theth warer not afrer'thcir: delicatcs,L long alone after 
om ſweet ſarictie which I ſhall haue in the ſacierie of 
the glorious Trinitic at the day of wy bleſſed reſur- 
reftion.And-fomuch forthe mem, _ ſo much 

forthe olurtFoftheration: 
\g//Third point 'remajnes:: The Perſons wamed © 
bene pre ſatua-nto: them.', VYaro them > Vnto 
whow> Sec rhe fieſt> verſe of rhe Chaprer,. There was 
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an intumtrable maltituat of people, in ſo neuch that they 
8rdde one vpon another. And he ſaid vntothemgeuen to 
this whole-and huge mnltitude, to them all,one and a- 
nother, Take ye heed and beware, | 

Couctouſneſſe is an Epidemicall diſeaſe, an vni- 

uerfall plague from whichno ſort is free. He ſaid to 
them, evento them all. Ier.6.13, For from the leaſt of 
them , euen to the greateſt of them euery one ur ginen to 
-— There is. no ſort or condition of per- 
ſons free from this peſtilence. Some ſinnes are parti» 
cular to ſome callings, as to.the Miniſtery, to the Ma- 
giltracy alone; ſome peculiar ro ſome conditions, -as 
totherichor to the poore alone: but this poyſon in- 
feteth all ages, callings, conditions, ſexes, perſons, 
Therefore now Chriſt ſpeakes not as verle r. to hs dij- 
ciples , bur preaching againſt couctouſneſſe he ſpea- 
kerh to thera all, He [cid wuntothem, Take heed and be- 
ware. I conceiue our Sauiours auditory to be much 
of the nature of this preſent aſſembly ; andI conceive 
this preſent aſſembly ro bea mixt company of all 
forts and conditions : and therefore as Chriſt [aid to 
them, ſo Iſaytoyou, euentoall, and euery of you, 
Take heede and beware of couctouſneſſe. Burt becauſe 
hearers commonly are like ouer baſhfull gueſts, rhat 
cither faſt, or feed not ſo liberally as they ſhould, for - 
wantofa caruer, giue me leaue therefore to take this 
office vpon me, and to lay vpon euery mans trencher 
what may beſt ſuite, hr not with his tooth, yet 
with his neceſſitie, 

1. Andfirſt, according tothe rule of well orderec 
charity, to begin athome ; and as our Sauiour begar 
his Sc:moninthis Chapter, He brgas to ſay to bis Dye 

G pie 
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Newoenim ag if he bad ſaid; Take heed and beivere of 'couetou{we/7e;" 


Poe dethe. andrhenfallowes, Bot day 2 Sfreſures for your ſelncs. 
ſauro ſuo, & in beagen /andthen; [where (Of freaſure #,« there wil] 
__ cordit yr beart be. Qur:Head'is in heaucn , what do our 
ſus equi. Fr hearts oncarththen'?':Ler Head and heart be toge- 
ficureccleſiam ther. The ſame remedy Paul. reacheth Timothy among 
IN many others,r. Tim.6.11.12. O man of God flie theſe 
anum prexcedat thin 5, namely che couerous. deſires of the world. 
cor cius.Eamus Bur-how-ſhall that be done? Lay: bold of eternall life. 


| pm of. The faſter hold we rake of rhe -world to come, the 


fawus, ſequetur Jooſer hold ſhall we have ofthis world, and the leſſe 


totum nor? hofd ſhallthis world haue of vs, For this makes men 

quia coſts. hold ſofaſton, andin this life , becauſe they have fo 

fog-ſerm, de di-flacke an hold ofthe life ro come. This made i_Mhbra- 

«/4Þ bamdwelintents in theland of promiſe, not raiſing 

cities or making great buildings , becauſe he looked for 

8 Citie bauing a foundation wiſe builder and maker 

w.-God, Heb.11.9.10.. And thus Dazid ſeemeth to 

weane his heartfrom the loue of the earth, Pſal. 19. 

14» 15: haucbefore ſpoken of the men of this wozi1 

who hauing their portion in this life , he ſubioyn*-, 

1 will behold thy face. in |righteouſneſſe, and whe: ! a+ 

wake 7ſhallhe ſathfied —_— As if he had 

faid; Incicher envitnor deſc their happineſſe, my 

therh water not afrerthcir:delicatcs, I lang alone after 

thar ſivect ſatictie which I ſhall haue in the ſacicrie of 

rhe glorious Trinitic at the day of wy bleſſed reſur- 

redtion.And-fornuch for the remedies) and fo much 
for the obvaroftheramion: | 111 7 hh 1c», 

.1:9//Third poimtrewajnes::/The Perſopr5 warned to 

bewared Au be ſain into: them.; , Varto them? Vnto 

whom» Sec the felt verſe of che Chaprex,. There was 
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CA Commterpoyſtn againſt conetouſneſſe.— ay 
| an inRumerable maltitwuat of people, in ſo much that they 
srdde one vpon another. And he ſaid vntothemygeuen to 

, this whole and huge mnltitude, co them all,one and a- 

nother, Take ye heed ad beware, | 

Couetouſneſſe is an Epidemicall diſeaſe, an vni- 
uerſall plague from which no ſort is free. He ſaid to 
them, euento them all. Ier.6.13, For from the leaſt of 
them , euen to the greateſt of them every one # ginen to 

- 60owerouſneſſe. There is. no ſort or condition of per- 

ſons free from this peſtilence. Some ſinnes are parti» 

cular to ſome callings, as to.the Miniſtery, to the Ma- 
giltracy alone; ſome peculiar to ſome conditions, -as - 
totherichor to the poore alone: but this poyſon in- 
fecteth all ages, callings, conditions, ſexes, perſons, 

Therefore now Chriſt ſpeakes not as verſe r. to his diſ- 

| ciples , bur preaching againſt couectouſneſſe he ſpea- 

; keth to them all,He [aid untothem, Take heed and be- 
ware, I concciue our Sauiours auditory to be much 
of the nature of this preſent aſſembly ; and I conceive 
this preſent aſſembly ro be a mixt company of all 

| forts and conditions : and thereſore as Chriſt [aid to 
them, ſo Iſaytoyou, euen toall, and euery of you, | 
Take heede and beware of couctouſneſſe. Burt becauſe | | 
hearers commonly are like ouer baſhfull gueſts, rhar 
cither faſt, or feed not ſo liberally as they ſhould; for - 

- wantofa caruer, giue me leaue therefore to take this 
office vpon me, and to lay vpon euery mans trencher | 
what may beſt ſuite , hock not with his tooth, yet 
with his neceſlitie, 

1. Andfirſt, according tothe rule of well orderec 
charity, to begin athome ; and as our Sauiour begar 
his Sermoninthis Chapter, He begas to ſay to bis = 
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46 A Counterpiyſonagiinſt conetoufneſſt | * 
les firſt of all;and as the Prophetin taxing this finne; 
pages to begin mith the Prieſt and the Prophet ; lex 
me aduiſe you ofthe tribe of Lew#, who are to teach 
othersthe contempr ofthe world,to take heed of the 
foue of the world your ſclues. Aboueall men take you 
heed, and beware you of couctouſneſſe, Ir is an irre- 
pularicic , and an offence againſt Saint Pau/s and 
Saint Peters Canons. 1. Tim.3.3. Not gigen to filthy lu- 
ere, #08 couetous , and 1. Pet. 5.2, Not cating for the 
flockefor filthy lucre,but of aready minde. Ye arethe 
lightand the eyes of the world: If our light proue 
darkneſſe,how great will that darkneſle be? This finne 
will put outour eye , and eclipſe our light. Zach.rr. 
17. The fooliſh ſheepheards right eye is threatened 
to be darkened. This isone finne that will bring that 
plague vpon vs. This is a beſotting, blinding , andin- 
. & fatuating finne. Ilay 56.11. Theſe greedy dogs can ne- 
'» wer haus enough , and theſe ſheepheards cannot wnder- 
land, for they all looke to their owne way guery one for hit 
adnantage, and for his owne purpoſe.In the verſe before 
he had complained that they were dumbe dogs, that 
they could not barke. VVhat made them dumbe dogs? 
They were greedy dogs, that could never haue e- 
nough. Dogs that are euer feeding and gnawing 
their bones, haue neither liſt nor leiſure to be bar- 
king, and keeping the houſe. VWhat was the reaſon 
theſe ſheepheards could not vnderſtand ? They all 
tooked after their owne way, and for their owne ad- 
uantage. Ye cannot ſerue God and Manmos, They are 
two contrary Cures ſo infinitely diſtant each'from o- 
ther, asno court of Faculties can giuea diſpenſation 
to ſerue both, We cannor. be Gods: Miniſters, and 
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A Counter poyſon againſt contteuſueſſe.. ' 45 
Mammons chaplaines:I will vſe no other argument to 
vrge this caution vpon you, then that of Pau/to Tims- 
#h;e,1.Tim. 6.11. Othoy man of God flie rheſe things. 
VWthich very phraſe ſecmerh to haue a ſtrong argu- 
'ment couched vnder ir,inthat he calleth him the ax - 
of God. Why faith he not as at other times, 5 Timo. 
thews, bur 0 thou 1147 of God, but that his calling might 
bea monicour to him ro make him wary and heed- 
full> We find mention, Pſal. 17.14. of the mew of this 
world, and Luk. 12.30. of the people of this world. Now 
this phraſe, Thou m4z of God, me thinkes ir ſtandeth 
In oppoſition vnto thoſe. As if he ſhould haue faid, 
Thou artnot a max of the world, but a man of God, and 


ſeekeſt thou great things for thy ſelfe? Secke them nor, 
Te1-.45. 5.O man of God flie theſe things, for after all 


theſe things ſecke the people of the world, Luk. 12. 30, 
It becometh not the »»ex of God to be men of the wor 1d. - 
Indeed,I confeſſe,the mer of rhe world haue put an E.. 
gyptian tricke vpon the mer of God; haue taken away, 
I would butthe ſtraw alone, and yerſtill call for the 
full cale of bricke both in preaching and hoſpiralitie: 
and hauing by their facriledge made the Miniſterie 
bare and penurious, and forced many to ſuch ſhifts 
for their liuclihood as carry an appearance of this 
finne, then they crie vs downe to be inhoſpitall, illi- 
berall, and couerous. But yet forallthis I could wiſh 


chatthe wexof God, by ioyning not houſe to houle, 
bur p_ pariſh, did not giue the en of the world 
roo iuft cafe to clamour againſt them for their co- 
vetouſneſſe; - Pluraliries, multitudes of Cures, mvlti- 


pliciry of Benefices, Abſence from our flockes for our 


owne ends and aduantages, Citie Leures with the 
F G 2  _negle& 


427 &* 
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negle& of countrey chatges , all theſe haue a ſhrewd 
ſuſpitious appearanceotf this cuill, and maketh the 
men of the world ſpeake broadly, and ſay thatnone are 
more couerous then clergic men. Wherefore &fye 
wen of Ged fliethele things, Take heed and beware of co- 


 wetouſne(ſe.. | 


2. Ye honorable and reuerend Magiſtrates and 
Tudges, who are not onely men of God, but vpon 
whom God hath pur his owne name, 7 hawe ſaid ye are 
Gods.Pſal. 82. take ye heed alſo and beware of coue- 
touſnefſe. So Iethro would haue Aoſes his Tudges to 
bequalified, Exod.18.21. Men fearing God, dealing 
truly , hating couctouſneſſe. Thele are well ipyned ro- 
gether, forit is not poſſible they ſhould deale rrulyin 
the place of iuſtice, that do not hate couetouſneſſe. I 
neither do nor can accuſe any of our reverend Judges 
as guilty ofthis finne, orany ſuch as commonly art- 
rend it when itſetteth foote into the iudgement ſcare, 
ſuch as are iniuſtice, bribery, corruption, raiſing fa- 
uorites vpon the ruines of honeſt cauſes and men, 
8c. But onely as one this day in Gods roome, I am 
bold to beſcech and aduice your wiſedomes ro rake 
heed and bervare thereof. And that ſo mnch the ra. 
ther, becauſethis finne will make you ſuch as I dare 
nctname. Butthe Propher I/ay dares, and doth, 1/ay 
x.23- Thy Princes are companions of theeues. Why ſo? 
Not for taking of purſes on the high way , but for ta- 
king bribes in their chambers : For euery one louerh 
gifts, and followeth after rewards, they indge not the 
fatherleſſe, meither doth the widowes cauſe come before 
them. Tharis truc of the iudgement ſcate, which _Uuv- 
£»ſtineſpeakerh of kingdomes, that magna regns ſine 


 #uſtitia, 


A Connterpeyfon againſt eeverenſasſe. ag 
zuftitia , arc but wagnatearrocin/s. This finge will turne 
Gaild-hall imo a Shooters hill andieſtminflexehall into - 
2 Sarifbury pleine.: Her rulers lauetoſay with ſhame; 
Gtue ye, Hof:4.18. And what diffgente- betweene 
gine ye, and delizer ye? Indeed give ze is not ſo dange- 
rous by the law as deliver ye; and giue ye goeth ofr in 
chaines' of gold, while delzzer ze lyeth in fetrers of 
iron: bur in the court ofconſcience:, and before Gods 
rribunall , there is no difference  berweene-theewery 
and bribery. Forthe fame commandemenr' that. for. 
bidderh theceuery forbiddeth bribery, yea and forbid- 
derh it vnder the name of thecuery. That word Hof. 
4-18.tranſlated rulers, Inmiue andthe margent of our 
new Tranſlation rcade ſb:elds. Such indeed thould 
men be that are in place of ivſticez they ſhould be 

ſhields to (ſhelter and defend rheir poore brethren in 
their right and.innocency. Bur if once theſe. ſoields 
ſhall loue and deſire ro be gilt, rheſe ſb:e/ds will be 
turned into m— ſwords. God ſhield: you there- 
fore ye reuerend Iudges from coucrouſneſle. wake 5 


inſtice, ſpeake righteous things, refuſe the gaine of op- 1ty 31, 


preſſion, ſhake your hands from taking of gifts , ſhake 
them as Pau! ſhooke off the-viper, thinke them no 
tefſe dangerous, . letthem. do no more hurt then the 
viper did him , fop yony eares,” and ſhut your eyes from 
ſeeing enill.. There be three finnes in Scripture whieh 
are called peccata ingentie, huge'or mighty fins. You 
| ſhall findthem all ————— and the 

middlemoſtfof.them is, They tetea bribe; Andwellis 


it placed berweenethe other two, as:that which. in- 

decd giuetblifeto.both the orher. For why' do they 

effith or opprefle the ly They take 4 bribe, _ 
| I: be 


Cf. "A Connterpo)ſon ag aihft conttonſreſſe. 
what miſchiefe followerh' vpowit > They 2urne aſide 
the poore in the gate fromcheirright. Take heede' of 
this firine'as fires Fane, yea.as of a burning 
ſinnerhar will cqnſume all,for fire ſat conſume the ta- 
bernacles of bribery, Tob 15.34. Let therefore neither 
aines norrewards be therezora tothe ſhip ofiuſtice, 
ſe it ſaile ſpeedily ; Currat /ex,letiuſtice haue aquicke 
courſe. ethro was not pleaſed to fee cauſes hang from 
morning to eucning, it would haue grudged him farre 
more to hauc ſeene them hang from yeare to yeare: 
worſt of all it would haue angred him to haue ſecne 
cauſes vſed as vaconſcionable Chyrurgions vſe ſore 
legs, holdthem long in hand, nor for the difficulty of, 
but forthe gaine by the cure. Oh that your wiſedomes 
would thinke of ſome courſe no lefſe for frede then 
integrity in iuſtice , thata good cauſe might not be ti- 
red and wearied out with long ſhite, and thata mans 
_ recouered by /aw might not be as coſtly as what 
is bought by purchaſe. 

3- Itwillnotbe anwnfeaſonable caueat to all infe- 
riour Lawyers, to aduiſe them alſo to beware and 
take heede of conctoutſnefle, I may fpeake to you as 
the Apoſtle ſpeakerh to.the Corinthians with a little 
change of his words.1. Cor.6.7. 8.9.10. Now there 
i viterly a fault amongſt you, euen amongſt you Law. 
yers,not owes ye go tolawone with another., but be- 
cauſe many of you out of acouetous defire of gaine, 
do encourage'menthar have bad cauſes to goto law 
'with others hy rather ſuffer ye not wrong? why rather 
ſuſftaine ye wot the hoſe of alittle diſhoneſt gaine ? Vay 
* Je your (clues do wrong, and doharme, and that to your 
brethrev, whileſtoutof aſquint reſpeR ro your owne 
6 = | gaine, 


| Hf Coonterpoyſoagainſtenereaſueſſe. 5x 
gaine.; youſticke net'to'pleade ſuch! cauſes as| you 
know to be weake and 'vniuſt. Know! ye" 208+ rhas the 
wnrighteous ſhall not inherite the kingdome of God?Be not 
deceined. Neither conetous wor extortiogers ſhall inherite 


the king dome of God. The Apoſtle addes; And fich were 


ſome of you. I would I mighrnot ſpeake in the preſent 


renſe,and ſay, And ſuchare ſome of you; I ſpeake not - 


this as if I came hitherto maintaine a faoliſh faction 
berweene Colledges and Innes of Courr, God forbid 
that we ſhould ſtand vpon this holy ground with ſuch 
filthy ſhoocs'; butI ſpeake it our of a deſire of the 
peace of your owne hearts : to the which I darercferre 
my ſelfe, and make them rhe iudges , whether yebe. 
guiltic ofthis ſinne,yea or no. 

For while with A4b/alom ye ſay to exery man, his 
cauſe is good.2. Sam.15. 3. Sec, thy matters (laith hc) 
are good and righteous; andthis, faith the text,be did to 
euery man, and ſo ſtoleaway the hearts of the people: 
whileſt, I fay, with _4b/a/oms ye tell cuery man , his 


cauſe is good'; andſo ſteale away , notthe hearts, for . 


them ye loſe atlaft,butthe goods .of the people;, arc ye 
-notcouetous? ._ ? 18 
Whileſt with Tertulls for your fees, you care not 


ro pleade againſt Paw, againſt an honeſt mans honeſt Clientes ©; | 
cauſe, are ye not couerous? ompes voluut | 

Whileſt with the men of _Lzezer, Tudg.6. yewill ;,.ime 10 mai | 
pleade for Bal, will for your gaines.pleade in-pub- for, id baud | 


licke' Courts of Iuſtice for baſe debauched aduke- | nn | 
e3 magis que- | 


rous drunkards , preſented and iindidted for their ; 


notorious irregularities, and pleadefor their honeſtie corium | 

r00; I will notſay.;!Are-yeyour felueshoneſt2 bur] _ —_—— | 

dareſay,Are yenotgro Nr: "4 Oh-cake ___ Plaut,in Menec, 
| 0 


4 


- 
- 


fe multos, 


tur quam Cle. i 
: 


of this coticrouſheſſe; andaboug-all fees :aud incomes 
in the world, tender yout peace with God. In whoſe 
nameand feare, I beſeech you to make'a conſcience 
of pleading euery cauſe. When an ill cauſe comerh 
to you for counſcll, ſaythatof ir plainly, which the 
buyer of'/ his commoditic ſpeaketb- diflemblingly, 
Prou.30.14.Jt i naught,it is naught. It is notſo great 
afſinne for a chapman to ſay ofa'good commoditie, 
It i naught, it is naught , as fora Lawyer to ſay of a 
naughtiecauſc,7t i good, it i good. Make a conſcience 
of p leading againſt agood cauſe, Let not couetouſ- 
neſſe» make your wits, kill, learning and tongues, in- 
trumentall to iniuſtice. Neither be Tertulf/s to 
pleade againſt Paw/, nor ©Abiezrites to pleade for Baal, 
Will ye pleade for Bas!? Let Baaland Belial pleade for 
themſelues. How thinke ye to haue the LordTeſus for 
your Aduocate,, [that dare be pleading aduocates for ' 
Baal and Belial?Therefore all Lawyers, Take heed and 
beware of couttouſneſſe. - 
4. Icommendthis caueat to all Church-patrons: 
Take ye heede alſo and beware of coucrouſneſſe, 
What is the reaſon that our Church groanes vn- 
derthe heauic burden of ſo many. inſufficient Mini- 
ſters? Nothing more thenthe coxctonſve//e of Church» 
patrons , who while they looke more atthe gifts and 
gratuities in thehand; thengjfts-and graces: of the 
heart; ſtickenoeto: bring into Gods Sanftuary thoſe 
for Leuites tor dewide the ward,; who: in:gaod truth, 
tuethem their due , arc notworthy the-place of Gi- 
2 Geenites, tocleaucand dinide. woad and draw water, 
| vnfio forthe meaneſd ſcruice:of-the: SanAuary. Me 
-..  lhinks 2u4x4id habrerſhould make you afraid of yo 
77, a "WV, As 
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' A Orumterpeyſen ageinfemuatoeſueſſes— "5s 
4g his queſtion', Quid" debit 5 What will ye give 2 
Godgavehim an halter, Take heed leſt while you 
ackethe ſame queſtion,God do not giue you the ſame 
anſwer, For certainly this ſinne makes you as very 


theepes as cuer was 1uda# 3 and what can a theeke 


looke for,butthe halter ? You are cuery whit as bad 
as Judas. He ſoldthe Head, youlell themembers; he 
the ſhepheard, you rhe ſheepe; and the ſame ſinne 
that ſet him, ſets you on worke too, the ſinne ofco- 
uctouſneſſe. As badas Iudgs? Nay in ſome reſpet 
yeare worſe then he. Notthat Iam of that herericall 


opinion of the old Cinires, of whom CHuguſtine ma- | z, ,. 
keth mention, who held that Judes betrayed Chriſt ad rt 


out of a good and an honeſt mind, as foreſecing that 
infinite good which hispaſſion and death ſhould bring 
tomankind. No, I know he was a murtherer and a 
theefe ; and yer I ſay, that you are worſe then he. He 
ſold butthe body, butyou f{cll ſoules, and fo. make 
our ſelues guilty of the ſinne of that execrable filth of 
abylon , whoſe merchandize (Apoc. 18.13.) is not 
onely pearles, linnen, ſcarlet, &c. but alſo rhe ſoules 
men, Tudaes by bis barter made but the potters field, 


 youby yours make Chriſts field, Chriſts Church, an 


<celdema, a ficld of bloud, while for your wicked pe- 
cuniary reſpecs,in ſtcad of berking dogs to keepe , you 
put in raucning wolues and. (leepre greedy dogs xo kill 
Clyiſts ſheepe, Now as you teareto have your hands 
beſmearedwith the gore of ſoules , and as you dread 
that heauic account which myſt be giucn for ſoule- 
bloud all Church-patrons rake. bued ang beware of 
antuacſe, NI Pk 
—————— 4 
1s 
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is thus complained of, I ſhould heare Landlords, and 
ren tharliue in Offices, ſayingro me as the Publi> 
._- cans to ohn, Luke'3. 12.What ſhall we do? If couctoul- 
. _ neſſ:- bethusfoule aſinne, how then, and what then 
E..  .ſhallwedo? To whom I piue the ſame anſiver that 
John did tothe Publicans'and the ſouldicrs both , Ex- 

| 47 no more then #« ap10inted to you, and Do no man vis. 
FA lence. be content with vour wages. Take heede and be- 
"hs - warcofcoucroulaeſſe, Take heede of exxCtion, Take 
heed of oppreſſion, Take heed of racking your rents, 

Takeheede. of tenmring your poore Tenants. Grinde 

not the faces of rhe poore; vncloathe not their loines 
to clothe your dead walls. Many Landlords are lice 

Darius, Dan. 6.16. he prayes God to helpe Dartel, 

bit in the meane time fends him to the Lions den: 
fo many oppreſhng Landlords, they crie, God helpe, 
but in the meanetimeplay the Lions. God hath ſworn 
by his Holinefſe , thathe will 22te away ſuch oppreſſors 

with thornes,and heir poſteritie with fiſh-hookes , Araos 

4.2. God will erne them as G/acon lerued the men: of 

$uccoth, Tadg.8.16.- whom he did teare with the bri- 

ers and thornes of the wilderneſſe. Ir is but inftice 

 _  thattheirfleſhhouldbe torne off wich briers ,” who 
2-16. were thornes and briers to teare off the fleſh of! 0- 
canon fuffice» thets. Ye findearich man immediatly after my rext, 
OE ole- \whomthe Lord calleth Foole : Foole this night ſhalt 

ant, & quzre-,,.,, x = . . 

bat zoofiin by ſoule be taken from thee.” Wherein lay this mans 
_— folly? In thathe rooke care not co lay out for good v- 

3 ret quod plus (CS, DULTO lay vp for voluptuous vſes, that ſurpluflage 

* oaumecat, ed.of eſtate which God had giuena him. Now -marke 
quomodo re- whar Auguſtine inferreth hereupon : If he be a foole 
ſcruaret. Avg. .. -.q.o+ in ig $2 | 3s tony of ha 8 
(rn de 4i96e. a8 Which layes but vp tis owne goods, Ys inperite 


A Connterpoyſon 4vainft conetenſneſſe. T5 
1091291 Qui tollit aliens, finde you our a fitname {or lim 
that takes away another mans. What name then may 
wefind out? $S2/o202 fits them withaname, Ecclci. 

18 .Viderem hes ejje ils beſtizs ;1o lunitgnot fools, 
burbealls, And what bcaſts may they be? Kine of Ba- 
ſan, Amos 4.1.thatis withthe eaſteſt, Therefore Ze- 
phanie and Nahum make then wolnes, earning wolues, 
Lions, Lions whelpes, roaring and ramping Liovs, 
Zeph.3.3. Nah.2.11.12. Beaſtsthey are,beaſts ofprey, 
that liuc:ex rapto. Not onely Kine of B:ſpaz that by cp- 
preſſion trample vnder foot, but deneuring wolves, 
not onely tra;pling but rearing beaſts, How fairely 
wererhis Iland bleſt, ifitwere as cleare rid of theſe 
as itis of others wolucs > How happie were ir if theſe 

Cannibals were. amongſt the ſauage Indizns> How 
well, iftheſe men-cating beaſts might be vicd as was \ 

Nebuchadnez zar, tiirncd tografſſe?Dan.4.30. He was Volunt nune 

ariaen from men, and did eate grafle as theoxen, bees 

6. I may notherelet paſſe ſuch asare guiitie of ſa- nuſers Lazaro, 
criledge, impropriators of Church liuings , together ©99 prius els 
with cloſe and cunning defrauders of the Miniſterie, nga 

Take yeheed and bervare of couctouſneſſe. There 15 no- opes ſuas.De- 

thing ſo ſacred'and inuiolable which this Harpy da- E7mieaimer 

reth not ſeize vpon. The patrimony of the Church is be cinizates, 36 

exhauſted, and they that haue enough otherwiſe will 2imis ſplendi» 

not letgo their Church linings. They whoſe forefa- $*2c amen 
thers fed and fatted therich gluttons of Rome, thinke Nunc cum iſti 
now the crums that fall vnder their tables roo much —_— ——— 
for the poore Le=:r7 of the Goſpcll. They muſt gocen, iam 
needs haue this one tcather 1n their peacockes gaile. c25alioquipe- 
How ſhouldthey maintaine that pert and pompe in {40 phe 
rable, apparell, ele and cg EXPpences, ifthis bor- is 5-- 21, 
2 rowed 
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rowed, whatifT had ſaidthis ſtolne feather , were re- 
paydthe Church againe ? Couetouſneſſe pluckt this 
tcather , and couctouſneſſe holderh this feather, and 
relleth couetous Impropriators, that it is ficter chat 
Gods Miniſters ſhould want maintenance, then that 
their horſe heeles ſhould want litter. To all ſuch per- 
ſons may that be ſpoken innocently which the vnpro- 
firable ſeruant to his maiſter ſpake wickedly : Maſter 
Tknew that thou wert an hard man, andveapedſs where 
thou ſowedſt not. Is not this the cafe of Impropria- 
tors? Arethey not hard men that reape where they 
ſow not? If we ſow ſpirituall things, whatright , what 
reaſon hath Couetouſneſſe to thruſt her ſickle into 
our harueft, and toreape our temporall things? The 
world is wondrous buſi about the diſquiſition ofthe 
renure of Tithes, by whatright they arc due,and ma- 
ny are cunninger inthis, thenitthe maine funda- 
mentrall articles of their religion 5 buz neuertheleſſe 
in the meane time there is a more neceſlaric Que- 
re_s forgotten, to wit, by what right Impropriators 
detaine Church maintenance, Ler that caſe be Care 
uaſſed in the Court of conſcience, and if God ſhall 
there determine on theirftdes , we haue done; much 
good doit them. Iknow I do bur beatethe ayre , bur 
yer Ifrael muſt know his tranſgreſſions, and 7acob his 
miquities, andcouetous ones heare of their impro- 
priations. LD | 

There isalſo another fort of ſacriledge in the cloſe 
purloyning and filching miniſteriall dues, which co- 
uerouſneſſe hath taught falſe fingers to vie, The Pha- 
riſes are taxedinthe' Goſpell for couctouſneſſe, and 
yet it were happy the world had but the Phariſes ho- 


neſty. 
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: A Conmerpoyſon againfl couetouſneſſe. : 
neſtie. Except your righteonſue/ſe exceed the righteouſ- 
| * . weſſeof the Strikes and Phariſees, yeſhall not enter into 
| the kingdome of Ged, Alas, how many thinketo goto: 
heauen ,:rhat yet come farre ſhortofaPhanilcey. righ- 
rcouſneſſe> Luk.1 8:12. 7,ſaith the Pharilce, pay t4the 
of all that ener 1poſſeſſe. Inwhich ſpecch I ſhould haue 
feared he had lied, had not our Saviour elſewhere 
acknowledged ſo much of their preciſeneſſe in ti- 
oft thing even vnto mint and cummin. Thecouctouſneſle 
- ofthe Phariſces was an honeſt couetouſneſle, vnto the 
Church-robbing and Church-pilling coucrouſneſſe 
of our daycs. | 
7. It were endlefſe to follow couctouſneſſe into 
eucry ſhop and profeſſion: therefore laſt of all, All, 
of all ſorts, one and another, high and low , rich and + 
#20 poore, oldand yong, fake heede and beware of coue- 
touſneſſe. Take heed of it inyour mutuall dealings in 
buying and ſelling : abuſe no mans ſimplicitic , abuſe 
no mans credulitie, take not the aduantage of any 
mans neceſſitie, bur rememberthe ſpeech of an hea- 
We 9s then, Gen.23.15. The land is worth foure hundred ſhe- 
ty kels of {iluer. Take nomore for a commoditie then #f 
is worth, Wevſeto lay in another caſe,Caucat emptor, 
let the buyer beware; but here I ſay, caveat wendtor, 
ler the ſeller beware and take heed of coucrouineſſe. 
Take heed of falſe ballances, of « weight,and a weight, 
}- Prou.20.10: of a weight for thehall, anda weight for 
the ſtall; ofa weight to ſell with, anda weight to ſeale 
[ with ; ofa weight to ſell with, and a weight to buy 
di with. Let zo man go beyond his brother, 1. Theſl, 4. 6, 
| with ſwearing, proteſting , and with termes of kind- 
neſſe, for God is the anenger of all theſe things, . Every + 
| Hz «5-1 trade 
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trade is called amyfery, It were to be wiſhed that. in 

euery myſtery, there were not a myſtery of iniquitie 
found our and practifed by the iniquitic of -couc- 
rouſneſle. It 'were a ſhame to ſend Chriſtians to 
[choole ro learne honeſt dealing of Tutkes , and yet 
they boaſt that weare a fourme beneath them for ho- 

neſt and {quare dealing. I will ratherſend you to thar 
rule of nattire and: equitic, the doctrine of the Law 
and the Prophets , Math.7.12. whatſoener ye would 
that men ſhould do unto jou, cuen ſo deye tothem. Buy as 
ye would (ell, fellas ye would buy, and in all your 
dealings take heed and beware of couctouſneffe, As 
you loue God, and would be lothco breake 5 holy 
commandements; and as you fcare God, and would 
be loath to ſuffer his heauie indgements, the cutſe of 
God vpon yonr bo47es, the curle of God vpon your 
goods , the curſe of God vpon the fruite of your lotrzes, 

the curſe of his cuerlaſting vengeance vpon 
your ſoates, ſo Take heed and beware 


of conetouſneſſe. 


FINIS. 
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